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PREMEDITATION AND PRAYER. 


BY THE REV. EDMUND CLARKE. 


Prayer is a part of religion so im- 
portant, that every thing which can 
maintain its purity, or promote its 
usefulness, deserves the most serious 
attention. That Christians often pray 
without profit to themselves, or edifica- 
tion to others, is a fact which cannot be 
too deeply lamented. For this, many 
causes might be specified ; but may not 
one of them be, the neglect of premedi- 
tation P See 

The following observations are de- 
signed to exhibit the happy influence of 
this exercise on our addresses to the 
throne of grace. _ 

1. In prayer the mind should be in- 
fluenced by appropriate truths, and the 
heart affected by suitable emotions. 
_ The psalmist speaks of prayer indeed, 

- as a meditation, Psalm v. 1, 2, because 
_ the matter of our prayer should be 
_ thought of beforehand. There are some 


_ general convictions and feelings, which 
are at all times familiar to a real Chris- 
_ tian ; and which, if his piety be vigorous, 
“may be available for the purpose of 


‘ 
addressing the Heavenly Majesty, with- 
| 


these, however, he will not be satisfied. 
The truth as it is in Jesus, will be con- 
tinually unfolding to the inquirer ; pro- 
vidence is constantly presenting new 
scenes, rich with instruction, and stored 
with benedictions to the grateful ob- 
server; our follies daily assume new 
forms and aggravations ; our wants are 
ever varying; our frames and feelings 
are incessantly shifting. Can all these 
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out immediate preconsideration. With | 


variations. be adequately represented in 
a prayer founded only on general conyic- 
tions and emotions? Or, are our prayers 
likely to possess much warmth of feel- 
ing, and importunity of manner, unless 
they turn upon the particulars of our 
constantly changing experience? but 
how can this be attained without pre- 
meditation P 

2. It is very common to hear confes- 
sions of vain and wandering thoughts in 
prayer. But do they not abound in pro- 
portion to the neglect of previous re- 
flection? The best remedy for vagrant 


thoughts, is to be found in deeply in- . 


terested affections. If the heart be 
properly affected by the realities of re- 
ligion, the thoughts, “ true as the needle 
to the pole,’ will faithfully fix upon 
them. Their constancy may be dis- 
turbed by the cares of life, or the shocks 
of temptation ; but they cannot rest till 
they revert to their favourite object. 
How greatly premeditation will assist in 
attaining this desirable condition, and 
‘consequently prevent the wandering of 
our thoughts in prayer, must be obvious 
on very slight reflection. - 
8. This exercise will also be found a 
valuable remedy for that hesitation 
which is frequently experienced in pri- 
vate, as well as in public prayer. To 
hesitate in the selection of a word, is an 
evil of trifling importance, resulting 
sometimes from the ardour of devotion 
itself; but on all accounts it is de- 
plorable, when the conductor of public 
prayer is at a loss for ideas proper to 
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the various parts of the exercise in 
which he is engaged. If this hesitancy 
in a service wherein he acts a part so 
solemn and responsible, arise from the 
neglect of previous meditation, he may 
justly charge himself with having, on 
this account, sinned against his fellow- 
worshippers and God. 

4. Where, however, there is no want 
of fluency in speech, and no scarcity of 
thought, it is possible that there may be 
a great poverty of devotional aspiration. 
The writer remembers once to have 
heard a public prayer, which, though it 
extended to half an hour, about three 
times too long for such a occasion, was 
singularly defective and meagre in this 
respect. At the beginning of each sen- 
tence there were a few words of adora- 
tion and entreaty ; but the remainder was 
occupied with copious remarks, adjunc- 
tive and expletive ; so that long before 
the sentence was completed, the com- 
mencement was forgotten. In the 
course of the prayer, the outline of 
several subjects was sketched ; and as 
most of the congregation had resumed 
their seats, a person entering towards 
the close of the exercise, might have 
been puzzled to determine whether the 
speaker was engaged in preaching, or 
prayer. That this is a common case, is 
not afirmed; but to a lesser extent, it 
cannot be doubted that such an evil pre- 
vails, or that premeditation would go 
far towards its removal. To reflect, in 
the prospect of drawing nigh to God, on 
our guilt, and on the salvation wrought 
out by the death of Christ, will rouse 
the feelings of the heart. The soul will 
pour forth of itsabundance. Of long sen- 
tences and yain repetitions, it will be 
impatient. There will be a brevity of 
diction combined with an importunity 
of mannert;-and a richness of devotion, 
by which the heart of every fellow- 
worshipper will be warmed and eleyated 
with that of the speaker ; and all will ex- 
claim, “‘ This is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
Genesis xxviii. 17. 

5. Considering the infirmitics which 
attach to our devotions, it is of the last 
importance that we should be aided by 
the Holy Spirit, as “the Spirit of grace 
and of supplication,” that we may 
“know what we should Pray for as we 
ought.” Romans vii. 26, Nor ought we 
merely to hold this as a matter of senti- 


ment; but whenever we are about to _ 


commune with God, an earnest desire 
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should pervade our hearts, for this gra- 
cious influence ; and the confidence of 
faith should be cherished, that herein 
our entreaties shall be heard, and that 
our “Heavenly Father will give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” Luke 
xi. 13. But when is it most likely that 
the Spirit will help our infirmities in 
prayer? Surely when we enter on that 
duty with a solemn pre-recognition of 
his work, and a due consideration of 
our state. 

6. Besides, it is incumbent on us to 
watch, not only as to our preparation for 
prayer, but as to the success with which 
our supplications are attended. He who 
feels his guilt as a burden too heavy to 
be borne, and entreats forgiveness, must 
surely be anxious to know whether, 
through the atonement of Christ, he has. 
been graciously regarded. He who has 
implored direction in some perplexing: 
affair, or prayed for deliverance from 
some distressing calamity, will naturally 
look out for the indications of proyiden- 
tial interposition. But, however natural 
such a course may be, if we have not 
thought beforehand, so as to have framed 
our petitions according to our present 
wants, is it likely we shall watch for 
answers to our prayer? Or, if such 
answers are vouchsafed, how can they 
be recognized as such, unless our suppli- 
cations were previously considered and 
defined ? Hence, it frequently happens, 
that we think our prayers are un- 
answered ; and our intercourse with God, 
as a faithful God, who keeps his cove- 
nant and performs his promises, is de- 
prived of that unutterable sweetness, 
which the watchful, meditating believer 
often enjoys. 

The preceding observations will, it is 
hoped, have shown that premeditation 
exerts an important influence on our 
prayers, by suggesting appropriate 
thoughts and feelings ; restraining va- 
grancy of thought; preventing hesita- 
tion ; promoting richness and feryvency 
of desire ; conducing ta the enjoyment 
of the Spirit’s influence, and enabling 
us the better to recognize divine answers 
to our supplications, 

It is possible, however, that diffi- 
culties may have oceurred to some 


readers, while perusing these remarks. 


“* How,” exclaims one, “can I premedi- 


tate, when.a minister, or some private 
rayer, and I 
can only join as a listener?” The duty — 
may perhaps, not be so directly appli- 


brother, is to engage in 


=~ 
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cable to ottr uniting with another, as to 
our personal exercises in supplication. 
But still, may we not be the better pre- 
pared to concur in public, or social 
worship, if, ere we enter the house of 
prayer, we cultivate a devotional spirit, 
meditate on the circumstances of the 
church, the world, our friends, and our- 
selves, and stir up our hearts to plead 
with God, and take hold of his strength? 
Besides, the reading of the Scriptures 
and singing the praises of the Most 
High, are well adapted, under divine in- 
fluence, to aid the worshipper in draw- 
ing nigh to God. The same object may 
be not a little promoted by a general 
regard to the external proprieties of wor- 
ship, and especially by allowing a suffi- 
cient pause for each individual to place 
himself in a suitable position before the 
solemn exercise is commenced. 

Another may inquire, “ How shall I 
premeditate when unexpectedly called 
on to pray?” It is undesirable that 
those who are to conduct social prayer 
should have no intimation beforehand ; 
and still more so that any one should 
decline when the application is made. 
But where the request is unexpectedly 
made, if the grace of supplication be 
habitual, and the heart be lifted up for 
divine assistance, we may hope to pray 
not wholly without comfort to ourselves 
or edification to others. 

But another individual feelingly la- 
ments that, when he would set his heart 
to seek the Lord, he is hindered by the 
want of a convenient place for retire- 
ment, by interruptions, domestic asso- 
ciations, family duties, and earthly 
cares; and that, although he has en- 
tered his closet and shut the door, he 
fias_carried into it, within his own 
bosom, a thousand disturbers of his re- 
treat. 
difficulties, much may be contrived to 
overcome them, by holy ingenuity, and 
resolute perseverance. The habit of 
premeditation may be, in a good mea- 
sure acquired, and the prevalence of in- 
truding cares withstood, by an attention 
to some such methods as the following. 

1. Stated seasons adopted to our cir- 
cumstances, should be set apart for the 
purpose ; and, if we are prevented by 
unavoidable causes from secluding our- 
selves at the seasons we may have fixed 
on, nothing should hinder our embracing 
the earliest opportunity which may 
occur. Where impediments obstruct 
more regular converse with God, it is 


As to the local and domestic | 
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essential to soul-prosperity, that small 
portions of time should be carefully se- 
cured, and the heart often directed 
heavenward, even in the midst of the 
avocations of life, but more especially 
if they cannot be escaped. How pre- 
cious, under such circumstances, is the 
day of rest! And how watchful need 
we be, lest its sacred hours be dissipated 
by unprofitable visits, and idle conver- 
sation! How carefully should the early 
morn and closing éve of every day, be 
spent with God; and all encroachment 
on the one by slumber, and on the’other, 
by late business and protracted visitings, 
be diligently resisted; see Psalm v. 3. 
and ly. 17. If, within the precincts of 
home, retirement is difficult and inter- 
rupted, the object may often be attained, 
and the mind sweetly calmed, by going 
out like Isaac, “to meditate in the field 
at the eventide,” Genesis xxiv. 63 ; and 
if all other opportunities fail, ‘‘com- 
mune with your own heart upon your 
bed, and be still.’ Psalm iv. 4. 

2. As we enter on the hallowed en- 
gagement, our first care should be to im- 
plore the influences of the Holy Spirit 
for that particular service. We need 
the help of the blessed Comforter, as 
much for meditation as for prayer; and 
if this be not sought and obtained, the 
most strenuous efforts in either duty, 
will speedily become a toilsome form- 
ality. 

_ 8. The Scriptures should be read on 
such occasions ; and this, not only that 
our prayers, but our understanding, con- 
science, affections, and conduct, may be 


suitably influenced and improved. Much 


delight may be realized, if one or mere 
passages be specially fixed on for medi- 
tation throughout the day. Many selec- 
tions have been made for this purpose, 
but none excel the “ Daily Food,” pub- 
lished by the Religious Tract Society. 

4, The works of the Puritans, and 
some more recent authors; also the 
sacred poetry of Watts, Steele, and 
others, will afford a rich fund of evan- 


gelical and devotional reading for suck ~~ 


occasions, where time can be secured. 
The worshipping spirit has often ‘been 
composed and elevated in its aspirings 
to God, by the charming productions of ~ 
Owen, Howe, Baxter, Charnock, Bates, 
Leighton, and others. In the republica- 
tion of such works in a cheap and 
attractive form, the Religious Tract So- 
ciety has conferred an eminent blessing 
on the present age. s 
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5. With the same view, many have 
been accustomed to propose to them- 
selves such inquiries as these :—What 
views of the divine character, and of 
the work and offices of Christ, does it 
now become me more especially to con- 
template and adore? Of what negli- 
gences and transgressions am I guilty, 
which I ought, at this season, to lament 
and confess ; and for which I need par- 
doning mercy, and,sanctifying grace ? 
What are at present my wants, spiritual 
and temporal? ‘What are the duties, 
afflictions, temptations, and dangers, on 
account of which I have need to pray 
for supporting and preserving grace? 
What mercies demand my gratitude and 
praise? What evils should I deplore in 
my family, among my friends, or in the 
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promises may I plead, and what argu- 
iments may I use, in urging my petitions ? 
It is obyious that the consideration of 
such questions is always important, and 
must be highly becoming when we 
address the throne of our Heavenly 
Father. 

While the preceding remarks chiefly 
relate to meditation in reference to 
prayer, it will be evident that, in all its 
relations, it is an exercise vitally im- 
portant to true religion. May every 
reader determine, through the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, thus to “ walk with God,” 
exercising faith in his beloved Son, as 
the only medium of acceptance and sal- 
vation. He may then adopt the assu- 
rance of the psalmist, ‘‘ My meditation 
of him shall be sweet ; I will be glad in 


the Lord.” Psalm civ. 34. 


church of God; and what blessings 
Truro, January 25, 1838. 


should TI eraye on their behalf? What 


ON ORDINATION. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


DEAR BROTHER, ‘ 

I send you some thoughts on the ecclesiastical service usually termed ORDINATION, 
It is well known, that on this subject great differences of opinion prevail among Noncon- 
formists; that many, even of our ministers, have scarcely a definite idea about it of any 


kind, and that it has of late been all but abandoned, as by common consent, to an almost —__ 


affectionate greetings of a public “ recognition.” 


It is certainly important that we should 


hopeless obscurity. According to some of us, it is ready to vanish away, amidst ME = 


understand both ourselves and the Scriptures better than this ; 


and I shall be happy if 


the following attempt should contribute to this end, whether by any accuracy of its own, 5 


or by eliciting juster views from others. 


It constituted the substance of the-introducto 


discourse at the ordination, or recognition, of the Rev. Joseph Angus, at New Park 


Street, on the 27th of December last. 
Finsbury Terrace, Jan, 27, 1838. 


_ The notices of this subject in the New 
Testament are but scanty. They con- 
stitute, however, all the lights which we 
either receive or allow. Whether they 
will enable us to discern a satisfactory 
path remains to be seen. 
It appears, then, that a transaction, 
more or less corresponding with our 
ecclesiastical term ordination, did take 
place in the apostles’ days. In proof of 
this, I do not quote Acts i. 22: “Must 
one be ordained to be a witness with us 
of his resurrection ;” the words being 
only da iva yeveoSat, “it behoves that 
= one should become.” 


Your affectionate brother, 


z 


ae 


a 
~ J.-H. Hinton, |. 


word used is caSvornpe, the same wor L 
being employed by Paul in his Epistle 
to Titus. chap. i. 5: “that thou should— 
est ... ordain elders in every city.” ade 
refer also to the case of Timothy, who 
was himself ordained, and who received 
directions concerning the ordination of 
others. “Lay hands suddenly on nc 
Wan.” 1 Tit. yee 
The nature of this tray 
aril 
[t is 


But proofs of it | apy 
are found in the following places: Acts | 
vi. 3, relating to the choice of deacons, | 
“Took ye out seven men .. whom we | 
may appoint over this business.” The 
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on of hands we have in the case of 
Timothy, “ The laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery,” 1 Tim. iv. 14; and 
in the direction given him, 1 Tim. y. 22, 
“Lay hands suddenly on no man.” 
Both acts we have in ‘the case of the 
deacons, Acts vi. 6: “Whom they set 
before the apostles ; and when they had 
prayed, they laid their hands on them.” 

The persons by whom the transaction 
was performed were, on one occasion, 
“the apostles,’ Acts vi.; on another, 
“the presbytery,” or a company of el- 
ders, or bishops, 1 Tim. iv. 14. The 
directions to Timothy and Titus imply 
its performance by each of them singly, 
as an elder, or bishop. 

The import of this transaction it is 
more difficult to ascertain, Some have 
thought that it was an act of authority 
on the side of the parties ordaining, and 
that it conferred supernatural gifts on 
the party ordained, together with a 
right, and the only valid right, to admi- 
nister the word and ordinances of the 
gospel. I cannot concur in either of 
these views. 

First, as to authority. The idea is 
superseded, I think, in every case, by 
the practice of popular election. That 
the first deacons were elected by the 
church at Jerusalem is certain (see Acts 
vi.) ; and that they were so, not by any 
sort of popular violence, wresting out of 
the hands of the apostles what they 
either claimed, or wished to retain, but 
by express direction of the apostles 
themselves. From a just analogy, there- 
fore, there is-good reason to conclude 
that the elders or bishops were similarly 
chosen ; and although no specific record 
in the New Testament establishes this 
fact, ecclesiastical antiquity demonstrates 
it. Nor has it been doubted by any 
competent person, since the days of lord 
chancellor King. Whatever may be the 
primary meaning of «aOuorns, there- 
fore, it is plain that it must be used in 
this case with such a modification as 
the system of popular election demands. 


It may seem that ordination must | 
have been an act of authority, because 
Paul gave authority to Titus to ordain 


elders in Crete, Tit. i. 5. But this idea 
is not implied in the terms of this pas- 
sage. Paul left Titus in Crete, “ to set 
in order the things that were wanting, 


and to ordain elders in every city; as I 


had appointed thee,” says he ; @¢ éyw sot 
Ouerakapny. 5 
cial messenger, bearing laws which he 


The idea is that of an offi- | 


# 
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was to promulge. ‘Titus was to set 
things in order, not as he had been au- 
thorized, but as he had been instructed ; 
not by virtue of any authority he had 
derived, but according to the rules he 
had received—as he had been directed. 
His business was to make known, as 
from the apostle, the things to be done, 
and to assist in the voluntary fulfilment 
of them by the churches; the act of 
ordination being appropriate to him, as 
an elder, where, it appears, no elders 
had as yet been ordained. Besides, if 
Titus had authority, it was not merely 
to ordain elders ; it was also to “set in 
order” other “things that were want- 
ing.’ To such an extension of the 
authority of a man who was not an 
apostle, there are great, and I think 
insuperable, objections. 

Next, as to gifts. The idea, that or- 
dination conferred supernatural gifts, is 
supported, in part, by the case of Ti- 
mothy, 1 Tim. tv. 14: “ Neglect not the 
gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery.” But, 1, 
This may well be considered an extra- 
ordinary case, as it doubtless was with 
respect to “ the prophecies which went 
before” concerning him. Or, 2. The 
gift may be his office. The word is 
xaptspua, and is employed in this sense 
in 1 Pet. iv. 10: As every man hath re- 
ceived the gift [yapucpa, office ], let him 
minister the same.” The passage in 
2 Tim. i. 6, “Stir up the gift that is in 
thee, by the laying on of my hands,” 
seems more justly interpreted of the 
apostle’s laying of hands on Timothy, 
as a convert, according to usual custom, 
for the purpose of conferring superna- 
tural gifts. 3 ; ; 

This custom of laying hands on the 


‘converts, in order to confer supernatural 


gifts, is in its turn made an argument 
for the opinion, that the same action 
had the same design in ordination. But 
I think it is insufficient, 1. Because this 


| design of the action was by no means 


uniform. The action itself was in ge- 
neral use, as a token of kindly saluta- 
tion or benediction ; as in the cases of 
Christ and the infants, Matt. xix, 13, 
and Ananias and Saul, Acts ix. 17. It 
was sometimes introduced into religious 
proceedings without any such design ; 
as when Barnabas and Saul were sent 


out by the church, Acts xiii. 3. 2, Be-- 


cause, as designed to convey spiritual 
gifts, the action was appropriate to con- 
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verts newly baptized, and, in this case, 
as administered by the apostles alone. 
See Acts viii. 14,17, and xix. 6. The 
case of Ananias and Saul, Acts ix. 17, 
presents a seeming exception to this 
rule ; but it is not said that Saul received 
the Holy Ghost (though he received his 
sight) by the laying on of the hands of 
Ananias; and all the commentators (1 
Believe) agree in thinking that he did 
not receive it at that time, but after- 
wards. 38. Because, in one of the cases 
of ordination, such a design of the ac- 
tion seems quite inadmissible. The 
deacons, Acts vi., were previously “ full 
of the Holy Ghost ;” the laying of the 
apostles’ hands on them, therefore, could 
scarcely have been intended to convey 
gifts, which they already abundantly 
possessed. I conclude, therefore, that 
the laying on of hands in ordination had 
no necessary or ordinary connexion with 
the communication of supernatural gifts. 
Such is Scott’s opinion, and he quotes 
Beza to the same effect. 

Lastly, as to the right of administering 
the word and ordinances. The question 
is, whether such a right was conferred 
by ordination in the times of the apos- 
tles ; and whether ordination was essen- 
tial to it. Now I conceive that the 
right to administer the word and ordi- 
nances was never dependent on ordina- 
tion. We find from Acts viii. 4, that 
the disciples at large “ went every where 
preaching the word.” To this effect, see 
also the case of Apollos, Acts xvili. 24— 
28. Spiritual gifts, which merely fitted 
their possessors to minister the word, were 
vouchsafed to the disciples without dis- 


tinction; and of the habitual use of 


them the church at Corinth furnishes a 
clear example. As to the ordinances, 
we find Philip, who was only a deacon, 
baptizing, Acts viii. Some of the apos- 
tles were not ordained at all. This 
seems to have been the case with Paul; 
and was clearly so with Matthias, who 
was chosen into the place of Judas by 
lot, Acts i. It is remarkable that our 
translators should, without any autho- 
rity, have introduced the word “ ordain- 
ed” here. This may fairly be taken as 
indicating, that, according to their 
ecclesiastical notions, Matthias should 
have been ordained, and that they were 
willing the people should. believe that 
he was, though he was not. I cannot 
admit, under these circumstances, that 


ordination ever was intended to confer 


the right of administering the word and 
ordinances. of the gospel. Every dis- 
ciple of Christ has a right so to do, if 
endowed with gifts, and moved by 
love. 

I now take up the question of the 
perpetuity of ordination; I mean its 
intended and _ obligatory perpetuity. 
For, if it have not a perpetuity of Serip- 
tural design and authority, I hold it has 
no perpetuity at all, It is henceforth 
nothing more than a human device ; 
and, although less loathsome in practice, 
is not less evil in principle than the 
most objectionable things which have 
crept in, through the pretended power 
of “the church to decree rites and ce- 
remonies.” 

Some arguments against the perpetuity _ 
of ordination have been drawn from 
such views of its import as I have just 
repudiated. As against the view I have 
advocated, therefore, they have no force. 
That it was intended to be permanent, 

I gather from two considerations: 1. 
From its attachment to two permanent 
offices, and to the only permanent offices 
in the Christian church; which thus 
stand out from all the temporary and _ 
evanescent ones with which, in the age 
of supernatural gifts, the church so 
greatly abounded. See 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
2. From the directions given concerning 
it, not merely to Titus, but especially to 
Timothy. Not only was he exhorted to 
“lay hands suddenly on no man,” but 
the qualifications of persons fitted to be- _ 
come bishops and deacons are set forth 
at great length and detail, evidently for 
his guidance, and surely not for his 
alone, in this respect. These directions 
cannot be less than a legacy to the — 
church, in all its generations. 

Tf, then, ordination ought to be per- 
petuated, in what manner ought it to b 
performed? In the primitive manner, 
by prayer and laying on of hands. That 5 
the laying on of hands was not an acci~ 4 
dental, but an essential part of the — 
transaction, appears from the language _ 
of Paul to Timothy, using that act as a 
synonym for ordination: “Lay hands ~ 
on [oad no man suddenly.” 

uch seems to me to be the Scriptural © 
view of ordination, an act intended to 
give a visible existence to, and to con- 
stitute‘a solemn and dignified entrance 
upon, the two permanent offices, the 
bishop’s and the deacon’s, in the chure 


re 
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CHARACTER OF THE LATE MR. JONATHAN LEWIS, OF ROSS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


DEAR Sir, 


_ The following sketch of the late Mr. Jonathan Lewis, a deacon of the Baptist church 
in this town, extracted from the funeral discourse preached on the occasion of his re- 
moval, Sept. 5, 1837, has been forwarded for insertion in the Magazine, at the request of 


numerous friends of the deceased. 


It may be proper to add, that Mr. Lewis was, at the 


time of his death, forty-nine years of age, having been born July 20th, 1788. 
- Yours respectfully, 


Ross, Jan. 10, 1838. 


In reference to that departed friend, 
whose loss we this evening deplore, it 
seems to be superfluous for me to say 
much. I cannot, however, refrain from 
enlarging a little upon this instance of 
departed worth, not to magnify the in- 
dividual, but the grace which made him 
what he was. 

The disposition of Mr. Lewis was na- 
turally agreeable. His address was 
pleasant; so that the first impression 
which he made, even upon a stranger, 
was generally favourable. Nor was this 
merely the effect of art, or of a studied 
effort to please, but rather the sponta- 
neous effusion of a benevolent mind. 
There was what is generally termed a 
good-heartedness about him, which 
gained for him the respect and esteem 
of many, who neither understood nor 
valued his religious principles. If a 
neighbour were afflicted or distressed, 
he was ready to sympathize and assist ; 
and even under provocation he seldom 
uttered those harsh expressions which, 
though considered by some to be the 
proof of a manly spirit, are in any cir- 
cumstances little compatible with the 
Christian temper. The severest language 


- which he employed was not called forth 


by the “contradictions of sinners,” but 


_ by what he considered to be inconsistent 


and unworthy proceedings in those, 


_ from whose religious profession better 


‘ 


things might have been expected. Asa 


neighbour, Jonathan Lewis was willin 


to be the friend of all. It was with 
reluctance he stood in opposition to any. 
I believe he was an enemy to nomanliving. 

In his worldly transactions, he mani- 
fested an integrity which made him de- 


serving of the most entire confidence. 
a ga for the support of himself 
anc 


_ he was anxious to provide things honest. 


of his family upon his own industry, 


in the.sight of all men; and those who 


§ 


knew him best will readily testify, that 
in pursuing his daily avocation he could 
4 ay ; 
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say, ‘‘Let integrity and uprightness 
preserve me.” There was no subtlety 
about him. If he erred, it was by re- 
posing too much trust in persons who 
were undeserving of it. Judging that 
others would act towards him as he, in 
similar circumstances, would have con- 
ducted himself towards them, he some- 
times became the victim of the designing 
and the base; especially when they 
pleaded on religious grounds. Plain, 
straightforward, and sincere in his own 
dealings, he calculated on finding such 
conduct in others, more frequently than 
the fallen state of human nature will 
authorize us to expect. 

What our departed friend was in his 
family, it is needless for me to state. 
That is best shown by the tears of ge- 
nuine sorrow which his death has occa- 
sioned, and by the loss (in their own 
estimation irreparable) which his sur- 
viving relatives feel that they have sus- 
tained, It may, however, be remarked, 
that whatever he appeared to be amongst, 
others, in his own dwelling his worth 
was still more obvious, There, as the 
husband, the father, and the master, his 
excellent qualities were manifested. He 
loved the circle of his own family, and 
never, except in the house of God, was 
his enjoyment greater than when within 
the threshold of his own habitation. 

At an early period in his life he be- 
came the subject of divine grace ; and 
when about fifteen years of age, he was 
received as a member of the Baptist 
church at Coleford, Gloucestershire, 
Here he maintained, in a consistent 
manner, his religious profession. He 
was zealous in his efforts to do good to 
souls, and to promote the general wel- 
fare of the Christian community to 
which he belonged. Nor were his ex- 
ertions fruitless. One young man there, 
inclined to scepticism, was awakened 
by the divine blessing on his faithful 
remonstrances ; who has since that time 
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laboured for many years as a minister of 
the gospel. From Coleford, he removed 
to London, where he became a member 
of the Baptist church in Little Wild 
Street; and his memory is still fragrant 
in that Christian society. It was his 
intention to remain for life in the metro- 
polis, but God had ordered otherwise. 
His health declined ; he was compelled 
to relinquish worldly prospects of an en- 
couraging nature, and to try what effect 
the air of this vicinity would have on 
his constitution. Hither he came ; and 
the place which he intended to visit for 
a little time proved to be his future 
abode, and it is now the depository of 
his mortal remains. 

It was amongst many who are now 
present that the most important portion 
of the life of our departed friend was 
spent and what is the testimony which 
you are ready to give respecting him? 
May it not be said, ““ Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily, and justly, 
and unblamably he behaved himself 
among you that believe.” To his efforts 
under the blessing of God, the establish- 
ment of a church of the Baptist deno- 
mination in this town, and the erection 
of this place of worship, are greatly to 
be attributed ; not that he was unassisted 
by others, but they were stimulated by 
his energetic representations; and so 
long as life continued, he took a lively 
interest in whatever related to this reli- 
gious community. His prayers, his per- 
sonal activity, and his pecuniary contri- 
butions, were never wanting. The 
office of a deacon which he held here, 
was sustained with fidelity and diligence. 
You know how he has led our songs of 
praise, and at the meetings for prayer 
whoever was absent, he was almost 
invariably~there. The Sunday school 
will miss him. The ministers and 
Christian friends, who occasionally so- 
journed in this town, will miss his kind 
reception. When in fact was there any 
thing proceeding to promote the moral 
and spiritual welfare of the inhabitants 
of this place, in which he was not 
willing to aid? Deeply did he feel in- 
terested in the success of the British 
and Foreign School about to be estab- 
lished in Ross, and one of his latest 
anticipations was, the pleasure of being 
present at the opening of that institu- 
tion, during this week. Though de- 
cidedly attached to his peculiar senti- 


ments as a Baptist, yet he loved the | 


followers of Christ by whatever name 
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they were distinguished, and viewed 
them as a portion of that one glorious 
body, which although party names may 
mark and disfigure, they can never 1n 
reality divide. 

For several weeks previous to his de- 
cease he had been unwell, although 
little apprehension was entertained that 
his disorder would terminate fatally ; 
and until within a very few hours of his 
departure, he continued to receive the 
visits of his acquaintance, and to 
transact some parts of his worldly busi- 
ness. His mind was very tranquil. On 
the evening preceding his decease I 
visited him, and on inquiring what had 
been the state of his feelings during his 
illness, he promptly replied that in no 
period of his life had he been so com- 
fortable as in the greater part of the 
affliction under which he then laboured. 
In the course of the night, he expressed 
to the partner of his life his conviction, 
that the same God who had so graciously 
guided him would be her guide and 
support. Early on the following morn- 
ing he became insensible, through the 
rupture of a blood-yvessel on the brain ; 
and soon afterwards he gently expired. 
The pang of conscious separation from 
his family he was mercifully spared; and 
his spirit, freed from its earthly tene- 
ment, took its flight to the realms of 
bliss. We shall see him no more, until 
we behold him ‘without fault before 
the throne of God.” May we all meet 
him there ! 

Excellent, however, as our late friend 
unquestionably was, no one appeared to 
have a more humble opinion of any 
thing which he said or did than himself. 
He seemed to be quite unconscious of 
the manner in which others thought of 
him, and never anticipated the respect 
and sympathy which, from various quar- 
ters, near and remote, have been mani- 
fested at his death. Of himself he fre- 
quently spoke as useless, only in the 
way; an obstacle to the activity and 
zeal of others. Nor was this that false 
modesty, which is often nothing more 
than the thin veil of a vain and proud 
heart. He possessed true humility, and 
this clouded him only to ‘himself, but 
brightened him to others. He sought — 
not the praise of men; but, having cast 
himself as.a poor, guilty sinner, on the 
riches of divine mercy, he was ever 
ready to say with the apostle, “ By the 

ace of God I am what I am.” Ifany 
thing could intercept the joy upon whi 4 


oa 
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he has entered, it would not be the 
sorrow which is felt at his removal, so 
much as the thought that, in such a ser- 
vice as the present, the language of 
adulation could be employed respecting 
himself. But he is gone beyond the 
influence of either our censure or our 
praise ; nor do I believe that this brief 
sketch of his character contains a senti- 
ment in reference to him which is not 
strictly true. And have I not your as- 
sent to the propriety of these state- 
ments? What, then, is the meaning of 
this general sympathy? Why do we 
hear so many expressions of sorrow? 
What has caused our place of worship 


OF DANIEL. 105 
to be thronged to such excess this even- 
ing? Our friend was not a great man 
in worldly estimation. He was not dis- 
tinguished by his wealth, his rank, nor 
his station; but he was a good man, 
and he was known and felt to be such, 
and even in this sinful world, those tears 
which gold can never produce are some- 
times shed over the remains of departed 
Christian excellence. Such are the tears 
which have been shed over the grave of 
our deceased friend. Long will his 
name be cherished with affection here, 
and we shall think of his character as 
an illustration of the sacred truth, “‘ The 
memory of the just is blessed.” 


THE TRIALS OF DANIEL AT THE COURT OF BABYLON. 
Addressed to Young Men, 


BY THE REV. 


Cc. M. BIRREL. 


I. Tar Capture. 


Ir never fails to awaken the breathless 
solicitude of a parent, when the submis- 
siveness of his child is observed to give 
place to the independence and the fire 
of youth; when opinions which had long 
been assented to, because they came in- 
vested with parental authority, are tried 
and examined on their own merits, and 
when commands, which in past times 
had been considered beyond appeal and 
incapable of evasion, are obeyed only if 
they happen to be approved of by the 
judgment of the party receiving them. 
But O! it is thrillmg, when just at this 
very stage the youth takes his departure 
from the parental roof, and escapes from 

the eye of those who of all others were 

likely to watch the most tenderly over 
him, when alone and unguided he enters 
the maze of this perplexing, polluting, 
depraved world, and when the nature of 
his eternity scems to be suspended upon 
the associates with whom he mingles, 
and the views and principles which he 
adopts ! ‘ 

This moment is an anxious one, even 
when piety has begun to burn in the 
youthful heart. It is not unfrequently 
the case, that God has no sooner en- 
lightened the mind and granted the re- 
mission of sin, than he brings the oben 
of his mercy into a situation of trial. It 
is very remarkable how soon the work 
of the Spirit is brought severely to. the 

‘test. In no manner is it more strictly 
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tried than in a departure from early in- 
structors and carly religious friends. 
Abundant reason as we have to place 
our confidence in God, yet who can tell 
the power of those youthful passions 
which the dissatisfactions and disap- 
pointments of time have never blunted ! 
Who can tell the insidious force of de- 
praved associates and alluring scenes! 
Who can describe the paralysing effects 
of constant intercourse with the worldly, 
and absence from all the conversation 
and engagements of a religious home! 

Youne man! if these be thy circum- 
stances, permit one who loves thee to 
request a brief and prayerful considera- 
tion of the trials of Daniel at the court of 
Babylon. Never has the pen of inspiration 
presented a more beautiful exhibition of 
the stedfastness of early piety, or more 
impressively proved the possibility of 
uniting the utmost diligence in secular 
business with the most fervent secret 
devotion ; and never has a high-minded 
Christian integrity been shown to issue 
in more glorious and beneficent re- 
sults! 

From a careful examination of the 
chronology it appears probable, that at 
the period at which his autobiography 
commences, Daniel was about twenty 
years of age; it is plain also from his 
conduct that he was at that time de- 
voted to the God of his fathers. Almost 
the only family in which true religion 

: Q 
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existed at this crisis of the Jewish his- 
tory, was the royal family, through 
which the Messiah was to come. Of 
this family Daniel was a member. He 
was of the “blood royal and of the 
nobles,’* and probably the not very dis- 
tant relative of the excellent Hezekiah ; 
for Isaiah had prophesied to that 
monarch about a century before, that 
his “sons” should be captives in the 
“palace of the king of Babylon.’t 
During his earliest years the nation was 
excited almost beyond any precedent, 
and the impassioned preaching of Jere- 
miah had more than usually quickened 
the devotedness of the godly. To a 
mind young, vigorous, and hopeful, per- 
haps no circumstances were more favour- 
able for the development of virtuous 
qualities; but speedily, the prospect 
altered. The sky became darker over 
the whole land of Judea. The nation 
was carried into captivity, and the coun- 
try made tributary to the Babylonish 
king. At the same time, there came from 
the court a command to select a few of 
the most promising and best cultivated 
young men of noble families, to be for- 
warded to the palace. Daniel, with 
three other persons of the same age and 
family, were in consequence sent to 
Babylon. They went as captives, but 
we are not to understand that they were 
treated as rebels, or exposed to in- 
dignity ; on the contrary, they were 
received with distinguished honour, in 
order to express the greatness of the 
kingdom which had become subject to 
Babylon, The more honourable they 
were esteemed, the more flattered was 
the king by their personal service. They 
were hailed with respect, and provided 
with all the luxuries of the royal palace.{ 

In a few days all the scene was 
changed. “Instead of a pillaged and 
ruined city, here was splendour of 
which the youth had never conceived 
before, Instead of the small fabric of 
his national temple standing in the midst 
of its courts on the brow of a precipice, 
there rose towards the sky before him 
the enormous structure raised for the 
worship of Bel, with one tower situated 
upon another, until it reached a furlong, 
it is said, in perpendicular height. Even 
the palace in which he lived so far 
surpassed the palace of his Jewish 


“Dan. i. 3. Wintle’s Tr. 
ag ¢ Chap. i. 5. 
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ancestors, that it was actually more than 
twice the size of the whole city of 
Jerusalem.|| All was new, and exciting, 
and tempting to the wondering visitor ! 
What was there here to prevent him 
plunging into gaiety ? What was there 
here to restrain him from the path of 
evil? Oh, where was the parent to cast on 
him a look of caution ? Where were 
even the forms of religious worship by 
which he might be reminded of his 
native land? All were gone! Surely this 
was a trial of youthful piety ! 

The case has doubtless occurred, in 
which an individual has been placed in 
the midst of such exciting and alluring 
scenes, and has been in consequence of 
them, driven more frequently into his 
closet. His previously formed religious 
feelings have been shocked by witness- 
ing perpetual folly. Unable to procure 
satisfaction from any thing without, he 
has been impelled by the very solicita- 
tions of his own nature, to seek com- 
munion with his “ Father who seeth im 
secret,” so that great as the temptation 


is, it is possible to experience one more _ 


severe. 

To a severer temptation the youth 
whose course we trace, was exposed. 
He was not permitted to remain merely 
a silent spectator of the gaiety of the 
great city, but measures were adopted 
to bring his mind into closer union with 
its irreligion and idolatry. It would 
have been comparatively easy to have 
subordinated all he saw to religious ad- 
vantage, if his mind had remained at 
liberty to pursue its own reflections, and 
to act independently. But the king 
required that he should apply himself 
to the acquisition of Chaldaic learning. 
Instead of having his thoughts occu~ 
pied with the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of the Messiah, they were to 
be engrossed with the speculations of 
pagan literature and foul mythology ; 
and as if to render certain the process 
of alienation and seduction, the lan- 
guage which his fathers had consecrated, 
and the language in which the sacred 
oracles were enshrined, was now to be 
complet cast aside, and superseded 
by the language of Babylon. Nay, the 
very last syllable, which served to re- 
mind him of the holy and blessed God, 
the God whose mig’ 
tected every generation of his kindred ; 


"|| Hist. Jews, Fam. Lib., Vol. 11. Book ix. 
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the God whose name was honoured in 
the home from which he had been 
wrenched; the God, whom with his own 
heart, he loved beyond all earthly, all 
heavenly objects, was to be utterly obli- 
terated, and replaced by the name of 
the Babylonian idol! Instead of remain- 
ing Daniel, God my Judge, his’ name 
was thenceforward to be Belteshazzar, 
the priest of Bel. 

_. Poor young man! How desolate, 
forlorn, endangered! Thus intruding 
itself at every point, assailing the eye, 
the ear, and every other sense, mingling 
with the very fountains of thought, and 
diffusing itself over all the faculties, how 


is it possible to resist the malign influ- 
ence of impiety ? Position most. criti- 
cal, most fearful for holy principles! 
Fall, and thou art ruined for ever! 
Faint, and all thy prospects of eternity 
ate blighted! O Daniel, be strong in 
faith! O look to Him who hearcth the 
needy when he crieth. O cling to Him 
who is “ strong to save ;” “thy Redeemer 
and thy Saviour ; the holy one of Jacob!” 

In thesé circumstances we leave the 
subject of the narrative, with the hope 
of returning to discover the manner in 
which his piety was preserved. 


Liverpool. 
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in the year 1792, he spent two months 
¥n Dublin, at the invitation of the Evan- 
~ gelical Society, which had been formed 
with a view to the revival of religion in 
that city. The following extracts from 
a journal of that period, which he kept 
entirely for his own use, may not be 
uninteresting, either as an autobio- 
graphical exhibition of his character, or 
as a narrative of what he witnessed in 
Treland, not much less than half a 
century ago. 

On Monday the 20th of May, 1792, I 
began my journey to Ireland ; travelled 
the same day to Exeter. On the road 
a professor came into the coach with two 
vain young men; he did not know me, 
and readily jomed the young men in 
their vain and wicked conversation. At 
length to his great mortification, 1 made 
myself known. How many profess to 
serve God, who do not fear him! Lord, 
give me grace to honour thee at all 
times and in all places! 

Wednesday and Thursday.—Attend- 
ed the Association at Lyme, with con- 
siderable profit; Rey. Mr. Tommas's 
discourse was most affecting. How 
exceedingly venerable and great is an 
aged minister of Jesus Christ! O Lord, 
dignify me with thy favour! I desire 
nothing greater on earth or in heaven. 

‘On Monday, June the 4th, i reached 
Bristol ; called on Miss Evans ; walked 
in the library, and_ recollected the 
friendship and evangelical zeal of my 
ever dear Dr, Evans. My heart was 


much affected, Lord, I thank thee that 
thou hast given me to love them that 
love and serve thee; and that I have 
had, and still possess, an interest in 
their friendship. 

On Tuesday, June the 5th, set off 
for Birmingham, where I arrived about 
nine o'clock. With great joy I found 
my dear brother Pearce well, and his 
good wife recovering from a severe ill- 
ness. Surely the Lord is good. O 
that men would praise Him for his 
goodness ! 

Thursday, June the 7th; left Birming- 
ham and arrived safe at Shrewsbury. 
Was much struck this day with the 
appearance of the country near Bir- 
mingham. The engines and the fires 
for other services in the coal and iron 
works make a most tremendous appear- 
ance. ’Tis the land of buming, of 
smoke, and of terror. s 

At four o’clock, June the 8th, I set 
off for Aberconway. Had a most 
romantic journey by the side of, and 
over, several mountains, with many, 
very many, almost continually in view. 
The attention was almost continually 
called either to magnificent mountains, 
delightful cataracts, terrific precipices, 
or pleasant vales. On the whole, this 


day’s journey was most delightful. It — 


was made through parts of Shropshire, 
Merionethshire, and Denbighshire. Aber- 
conway, where | arrived before 8 o'clock, 
is a very curious town, not large, very 
antigue. The houses and streets in the 
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middle of the town, are in tolerable re- 
pair. In other parts it is very different ; 
it is now walled all round, and was de- 
fended by several towers and a castle, 
the remains of which are well worth 
seeing. Here thefatigue of my journey, 
and the walking about the town, rather 
overcame me; was taken very poorly, 
in which circumstances I retired to 
bed. 

June the 9th. Rose before six o’clock, 
considerably refreshed, and much better ; 
was affected with a sense of God’s 
great goodness, and my utter unworthi- 
ness. O that my heart were continually 
more grateful, and that all I am and 
have, were entirely devoted to him! 
This day I entered Caernarvon, the 
mountains of which I had seen the day 
before: this is the most mountainous 
county in Wales. This morning the 
views were similar to those of the day 
before, with this difference, the sea 
now very frequently presented itself. 
The road on the sidle of the mountain 
named Penmanmawr, beggars all de- 
scription. The very high mountain and 
terrible impending rocks above, the sea 
and the most dreadful precipice beneath, 
must powerfully affect the mind: of 
every traveller. Was informed that 
some are so overcome by the sight as 
not to dare to ride till they are passed 
what they apprehend to be the greatest 
danger. Between eight and nine o’clock 
passed through Bangor ; just had a sight 
of the Bishop’s palace and the cathedral. 
Bangor is asmall but neat place. Crossed 
Bangor ferry into Anglesea, about ten 
o’clock. Had a twenty-five miles ride 
on this island, which afforded nothing 
very remarkable. It is very productive 
and well peopled for Wales, especially 
for North-Wales. Arrived at Holyhead 
to dinner. Went on board the Duchess 
of. Rutland packet at twelve o'clock ; 
had the wind almost directly against us 
all the way ; a most tedious passage ; 
upwards of thirty hours ; the whole time 
I was sick. I hoped to be in Dublin on 
Lord’s day time enough to preach; but 
was most uncomfortably, though I trust 
not altogether unprofitably, confined to 
the cabin all day. Arrived at Dunbar 
at 7 o'clock, Monday morming. Wit 
considerable diffieulty procured a car- 
riage to convey me to Dublin, where I 
arrived between ten and eleven. 

On Monday, June the 11th, I walked 
about the city ; attended a prayer-meet- 
ing in the evening at Plunket Street ; 
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where, through the importunity of the 
minister, I spoke to the people on the 
Nature, Duty, and Privilege of Prayer, 
and found it good to be there. 

Tuesday morning, the 12th; was 
called on by the Rey. Dr. M‘Dowel, and 
Rey. Mr. Pendered ; walked with them 
to the College, the Custom house, and 
about a mile into the country. I was 
highly pleased with the manners and 
conversation of Dr. M‘Dowel; sensible, 
pious, and friendly ; dined and spent 
an agreeable evening at my host’s, Mr. 
Allen. 

Wednesday the 13th.—Directly after 
breakfast, Mr. called on me and 
took me to his house, where I spent the 
morning in profitable conversation with 
him and his good wife. What trials 
there are in this world! and to how 
many are poor ministers and their wives 
subject! My good friends were much 
affected in relating to me their troubles ; 
and I thank God, I felt with them, and 
for them, and a knowledge of their trials 
has made me feel double respect for 
them. How thankful should I be to 
God, for his kind providence towards 
me and mine! 

15th, Friday.—Was engaged a good 
part of this morning in writing to my 
dear wife. In how many instances has 
God been kind to me! and for uniting 
me to so truly good a woman, I now 
adore his goodness. At two o'clock, 
went into the country, with Dr. and 
Mrs. M‘Dowel and Mr. Pendered, to 
dine with Mr. Gordon; when there we 
were joined by Mr. Nassau, a Catholic 
priest, and a Mr.~Walker, a fellow of 
Trinity College ; both learned, sensible, 
and agreeable men. The afternoon was 
spent very pleasantly, every one was 
studious to make the others happy. I 
felt great pleasure in seeing persons of 
such different persuasions so very har- 
monious, and in being myself highly 
disposed to promote the harmony ; before 
we parted we joined in singing a psalm 
and in prayer, in is the priest 
united with us. God grant we may all 
meet in. heaven, where we shall all be of 
one heart and mind for ever ! 


In Ireland, the Established Clergy by _ 


no means carry themselves so haughtily 
towards dissenters as they doin England ; 
nor are there any tests imposed on 
dissenters in Ireland ; yet the dissenting 


interest flourishes more in England than- 
in Ireland: a powerful argument to — 


me that haughty carriage, and- tests, 


: 
: 


ner 


le tit et liad dle ak 


REV. ISAIAH BIRT 


are of no real 
Church. 

16th, Saturday.—I felt my heart more 
than commonly drawn out in prayer this 
morning; for which I bless God. 
Breakfasted with Mr. Walker at the 
College: he appears a truly pious man ; 
our conversation was chiefly of a re- 
ligious nature. He showed me the 
walks belonging to the college ; the best 
walks I had not seen before ; some of 
these are nearly equal to those I have 
seen at Oxford. Returned from the 
college, between 12 and 10 o’clock. 
Spent the remainder of the day in pre- 
paring for the services of the ensuing 
Lord’s day. i 

17th, Lord’s-day.—Preached in the 
morning at Dr. M’Dowel’s from 2 Cor. 
i, 22. Afternoon, for Mr. Pendered, 
from 1 Tim. vi. 6. Evening, at Plunket 
Street, from Acts xill. 38. ‘T had on the 
whole a good day ; had liberty in preach- 
ing, and felt a strong desire to do good ; 
I greatly enjoyed the company of a few 
friends at Mr Allen’s in the evening. 

20th, Wednesday.—Rose early this 
morning, and went into the country to 
Mr. Gordon’s, to breakfast with that 
most agreeable family. My heart was 
much engaged whilst in prayer this 
morning. Such seasons I. reckon 
amongst my greatest mercies. The 
Lord is my portion, saith my soul, there- 
fore will I hope and rejoice in him. 
After breakfast, walked with Mr. Gordon 
into Lord Charlemont's domains, which 
are very extensive. The walks are not 
kept in great order. Visited the temple. 
This is the most magnificent I have ever 
seen of the kind. The pillars and the 


advantage to the 


_lions make a truly grand appearance, 


but the inside afforded a true picture of 


grandeur in neglect and decay. Was 


quite vexed to see so much cost and 
ormament so neglected, dirty, and com- 
pletely wretched. The Gothic building 
is truly curious, and is kept in much 
better condition than the temple: the 
variegated marble floor, the painted 
glass, and form of the windows, the 
situation, all is admirable. Met his 
Lordship ; he was very polite. 

This evening, old Mr. Allen went to 
his residence in the country, on which 
account I felt deep regret. Pleasant 
old gentleman! in this world I shall 
never see him again; may we have a 
happy meeting in the next! By this 
time I begin to grow very anxious to 
return to my dear wife and family. 
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21st, Thursday.—I visited Mr. Walker 
this morning at the college, and break- 
fasted with him and another Clergyman. 
The conversation was most agreeable ; 
it turned chiefly on our profession as 
Ministers of Jesus Christ. I admired 
their piety, and was pleasingly surprised 
to hear two clergymen of the Establish- 
ment reprobate tithes, and lament that 
civil governors have in any respect the 
management of religious afairs, In the 
evening, at seven o'clock, preached at 
Plunket Street, to a large congregation, 
from Matt. xiii. 43. Had on the whole, 
a good time; hope some good was 
done. O Lord, do thou make me useful 
in this city! After service, was en- 
gaged in serious and profitable conver- 
sation. Would to God my mind were 
kept more serious, were always kept 
serious. What blessed satisfaction does 
religion afford ! 

22nd, Friday.—This morning I rode 
out with Mr. and Mrs. Allen, and Mrs. 
Steward, to the seat of Lord Loftus, 
where I was most pleasingly entertain- 
ed in seeing the house, walks, gar- 
dens, &e. 

The house is kept in the neatest 
manner; Cleanliness cannot be carried 
to a higher pitch ; was shown several 
truly elegant rooms; the paintings are 
numerous and excellent ; the walks are 
in great order, and truly delightful. 
The gardens are not in that complete 
style in which I have seen gardens in 
England ; but the hothouses exceed in 
number and in some kinds of production 
any thing I remember to have seen 
before. 3 ; 

24th. Lord’s day.—Preached in the 
morning at Mary’s abbey, to a large 
congregation, from 2 Cor. iv. 7; and I 
trust I felt somewhat of the excellency 
of the power, for which I bless God. 
Dined with Dr. M‘Dowel; preached in 
the afternoon for Mr. Pendered from 
John xiii. 7. Drank tea with a number 
of pious friends. Preached in the even- 
ing for Mr. Geary, from 1 Chron. iv. 9, 
10. LIhad great reason to bless God for 
his kind assistance this day. O that 
many who heard may be blessed indeed ! 
The congregation this cvening was by 
far the largest I had yet preached to in 
Dublin. : 

25th. Monday. — Breakfasted this 
morning with Mr. Walker, at the col- 
lege; a large company, and not one of 
the most agreeable mornings. I wrote 
a very long letter to my dear wife this 
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day; a most pleasant employ. Rev. 
Messrs. Walker and Geary dined at Mr. 
Allen’s ; at and after dinner, very serious 
conversation. Attended at Plunket 
Street in the evening, and spoke to the 
people from those words of the apostle, 
“ And be found in him.” O that this 
may be my happiness, my honour, my 
all in all! 

26th. Tuesday.— Was exceedingly 
low this morning ; my spirits have not 
many times been much more depressed. 
How miserable God could make me! 
How numberless are my obligations to 
him! Dined with Mr. Wilkinson at 
Bushey Park ; the ride into the country, 
the very pleasant situation of the house, 
the company, the conversation, all con- 
spired to raise my spirits, and I became 
better. Mr. Wilkinson kept me with 
him that night ; we took a long and de- 
lightful walk that evening. The next 
morning we walked nearly two hours 
before breakfast. Immediately after 
breakfast, we rode to another seat of 
Mr. W.’s, called Cammage. Mr. W. 
employs his large fortune in almost as 
excellent a manner as possible, in mak- 
ing great improvements on his estates. 
He delights in employing many poor, 
and he is particular in giving them good 
wages. Whilst viewing his improve- 
ments, and seeing so many rendered 
comfortable by employment, I could not 
help despising the conduct of some 
whom I well know, who spend their 
lives and fortunes in the most vain and 
ridiculous pursuits. 

27th. Wednesday.—Returned to Dub- 
lin at 11 o’clock, where a letter was 
waiting for me from my dear wife, with 
the pleasing intelligence of her, the 
children,_and our friends being well. 
May my heart be increasingly disposed 
to praise the Lord for his goodness! 
This letter quite revived me; the pres- 
sure on my spirits was considerably in- 
creased by not hearing from home so 
soon as I wished. At half-after 12 
o'clock I set off for Leislip, where I was 
appointed to preach that evening. Mr. 
and Mrs, Allen took me to Lucan in a 
jaunting-car. The road to Lucan is 
through a pleasant vale, and all the wa 
by the side of the Liffey. Lucan is 
what the Irish call a very pleasant, neat 
little town ; its situation is undoubtedly 
pleasant, but I was by no means struck 
with its neatness. The friends at Leis- 
lip sent a car for me to Lucan. Preached 
there in a parlour; but few attended ; 
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a clergyman of the established church 
was of the number. Preached from 
Luke y. 20. By far the greatest number 
of inhabitants in this town are Roman 
Catholics ; several of that persuasion 
attended. I endeavoured to lead them 
to examine into the reasons for religion, 
and to conceive of none being able to 
forgive sins but God only. I passed this 
evening very agreeably with the good 
widow and her family, at whose house 
I was ; our conversation chiefly related 
to the importance and blessedness of 
religion. 

28th. Thursday.—Directly after break- 
fast this morning, with Mr. Geary and 
another gentleman, I took a most de- 
lightful walk by the side of a river which 
was close by Leislip. At a place called 
the Salmon Leap the view of the river 
is most enchanting. I shall never forget 
this delightful place, where I wished to 
stay as many hours as I could spare 
minutes. Here I wished (vain wish!) 
for my dear Betsey, and our little boys ; 
that we might have spent a day together, 
as out of the world, in this delightful 
place. Returned to Dublin this morning, 
on a car with Mr. Geary and Mr. 
Howard ; we stopped at Lucan spa, and 
drank the waters. To me these waters 
appear to be much more impregnated 
with the mineral than any I have drank 
before. The season was now com- 
menced, and the company appeared not 
to be very inconsiderable. Came to 
town before 2 o’clock ; had company to 
dinner, a very pious gentleman and 
lady. Preached this evening at Plunket 
Street, from Matt. xxvii. 42. After 
preaching was much fatigued, and the 
lowness of spirits in some measure re- 
turned. A deistical and very sprightly 
gentleman called on Mr. Allen, and 
supped with him this evening. By con- 
versing with him, I was considerably 
aroused, and led to bless God for dis- 
posing my heart to believe the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, my Lord and Saviour, 

29th. Friday.—This morning I break- 
fasted with Mr. Walker, and a large 
party of gentlemen and ladies, in the 
college ; Mr. Walker prayed. From all 
I have seen of this good man, he is one 
of the most Siterely devout Christians 
I have ever known. 
walked in the college gardens and park 


till 12 o’clock; then looked over the © 
sermons I intended to preach on Lord’s _ 
day, and whilst doing it, I felt a praying 
frame of mind; such was not the case — 
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on. Thursday evening ; have seldom felt 
my mind more backward to prayer than 
I did on entering the service of that 
evening. But God knows I was dis- 
tressed on account of it. At half-after 
3, Mr. Geary called on me to accom- 
pany him to dine with Mr. Kierman, 
apothecary to the lord lieutenant. Mr. 
Kierman appeared to be a sensible, 
cheerful, and pious man; the family 
quite agreeable, especially his sister, 
who to meis a most amiable woman in- 
deed. A very large party at tea; a most 
pleasant evening ; pious and entertaining 
conversation. A clergyman of the esta- 
blishment dined with us. One of the 
fellows of the college came to tea, who 
particularly solicited my acquaintance 
while in Dublin. Before we parted, we 
all joined in singing and prayer. 

July 1st. Lord’s day.—Rose earlier 
than usual this morning; felt pleasure 
and concern in reflecting on the subjects 
of my intended discourses. Preached 
in the morning at Mary’s abbey, from 
Col. ii. 3, 4. The Lord rendered this 
service pleasant ; blessed be his name ! 
The congregation was very large and 
splendid. Preached in the afternoon at 
Swift’s Alley, from Gal. vi. and last verse ; 
afterwards sat down at the Lord’s table 
with the church; and, on the whole, 
had reason to say, “It is good for me 
to be here.” In the evening, preached 
at Plunket Street, from Rev. mi. 20; felt 
concern to do good. Lord, do thou 
succeed the services of this day through 
all thy churches! Several friends supped 
at Mrs. Allen’s; a very agreeable even- 
ing. 

3nd, Monday.—Rose at 6 o’clock, 
poorly; was engaged to go to an ordi- 


- nation. Mr. and Mrs. Allen dissuaded 


me from my journey; but at 8 o'clock 


~ left Dublin in a chaise with Mr. Pen- 


dered. At Leislip, Mr. Geary joined us ; 
proceeded to Kilcock to dinner; passed 
by the earl of Leinster’s house, a neat 


but small town adjoins it, named May- 
nooth. Kilcock is an indifferent town, 


mostly Catholics; the church is very 
small, and but thinly attended; the 
mass-house, one of the best I had yet 
seen in the country. Passed through 
the town of Cloncurry, which gives a 
title to a nobleman ; but surely it highly 
ridicules titles, for, according to the ap- 

earance of the place, he might as well 
bs been called my lord Pig-sties. 


Slept at Edenderry this night ; was very 
unwell; yet, whilst supper was pre-, 
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paring, walked to see the remains of an 
old castle, and a bog which is in the 
neighbourhood. We had a comfortable 
inn in this town, and yery good beds, 
clean and dry, &c. 

3rd. Tuesday.—Breakfasted at Mr. 
North’s, the only Baptist in or near the 
town; then we proceeded to Rahue, 
the place where the ordination was to 
be held. Arrived about 1 o’cloek ; were 
most kindly received, and most hospi- 
tably entertained; but greatly perplexed 
on account of Mr. Pendered’s letter, to 
inform of our coming, not being re- 
ceived, and, consequently, neither the 
minister nor people expected the ordi- 
nation exactly at this time. However, 
every proper step was taken, and all 
things terminated well. 

Messrs. Pendered and Geary walked 
out this afternoon. 1 was prevented by 
indisposition ; yet, on their return, jomed 
them in cheerful conversation, in which 
Rev. Mr. Taylor and other friends took 
part. 

4th. Wednesday.—Rose this morning, 
considerably better, at 10 o’clock. Mr. 
Bagnell took us a most delightful walk ; 
visited another bog ; at_a-considerable 
depth, saw-timber in astonishing preser- 
yation ; many curious stones fell under 
our observation, several of which we 
broke; some of them appeared to be 
composed of petrified insects. Were 
some time engaged in a burying-ground, 
where I remained with my mind occu- 
pied in the most serious meditations ; 
several stones inform me of persons 
dying near my own age. Returned to 
Mr. Bagnell’s at 2. Just after dinner, 
to our great joy Mr. Watson arrived ; 
he was twenty English miles from Mr. 
Bagnell’s when we came. Mr. Geary 
preached this evening at the meeting- 
house, called Kiltubber, from Hos. ii. 14. 
Spent a most cheerful evening at Mr. 
Bagnell’s: the whole time we were at 
this good man’s house, we were pressed 
out of measure with kindness. Did not 
rest well this night, yet rose in spirits 
the next morning ; my rest was much 
disturbed by thoughts of home. 

5th. Thursday.—Ten o’clock _ this 
morning was appointed for the congre- 
gation to meet, to attend the ordination 
of Mr. Watson. Mr. Geary began the 
service by singing, reading, and prayer ; 


‘I explained the nature of the service, re- 


ceived Mr. Watson’s confession of faith, 
and prayed the ordination prayer; Mr.. 
Pendered gaye the charge, from 2 Tim. 
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ii. 15; we sang, and then I preached to 
the church from Gal. vi, 18, and con- 
cluded the service, which, through the 
whole, was truly delightful. We left 
this place, saying, ‘Surely this has been 
no other than the house of God, and the 
very gate of heaven” to our souls. We 
returned to our friend Bagnell’s to din- 
ner, and then proceeded for Edenderry. 
This journey, considering I was poorly, 
was exceedingly pleasant. Messrs. Geary 
and Pendered were most agreeable ; we 
were all through the journey quite 
cheerful. I have seldom found a man 
to improve more upon acquaintance than 
Mr. Geary ; his appearance, very grave, 
almost austere; his manners blunt, but 
his sentiments truly liberal, and his heart 
flowing with kindness; he is quite a 
contrast to those men who veil a bitter 
heart under a smiling countenance. I 
was much affected in seeing the circum- 
stances of the poor in the country ; 
most miserable habitations, not better 
than pig-sties; and pig-sties they are, 
for here reside together pigs, poultry, 
parents, and children. Many of their 
cabins have no chimney ; a hole in the 
corner of the roof serves; some of them 
no window: in fact, the door in some 
of them appears to answer the purposes 
of a window, chimney, and entrance. 
Their attire is wretched; many of the 
children are next to naked. Cleanliness 
makes no part of their character. Their 
fare is most hard, and their wages ex- 
ceedingly low; fourpence per day in 
winter, and sixpence in summer, with a 
hut to live in, and an acre or two of 
land, to grow potatoes, &c. An essen- 
tial link in the chain of society is greatly 
wanted here,—the yeomanry ; that class 
of citizens which unites the rich and 
‘poor together. I pray God these citizens 
may be increased in Ireland, and ever 
continued in England. Am informed I 
could not have seen a part of the country 
much more excellent, in point of fer- 
tility, nor more wretched, as it relates 
to the appearance of the poor ; they are 
nearly all Catholics. The Irish are im- 
proving in agriculture, but they are very 
very far behind the English. They ap- 
pear to me far from being an industrious 
people; poverty, laziness, and priests 
are their oppressors. May the Lord 
‘speedily deliver them! On my return 
to Mr. Allen’s, on Friday, the 6th, I 
found Mr. Reece waiting to see me (the 
gentleman who is engaged on the mis- 
‘sion to France). I felt happy in meeting 
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a person here whom I had seen before. 
After tea we walked into the city, and 
then spent an agreeable evening at Mr. 
Allen’s; our conversation chiefly re- 
spected France. 

7th. Saturday.—I felt myself better 
this morning than I had for the whole 
week before. My attention was first 
directed to the services of thé approach- 
ing Lord’s day ; enjoyed this day’s re- 
tirement. 

8th. Sunday.—My mind was in a 
praying frame this morning, for which I 
bless God. Iam so weak and vile, that 
I know I cannot do any thing without 
him ; and I dread engaging in religious 
services when my mind is not entirely 
dependent on God. Preached this morn- 
ing at Usher's Quay, from Isai. xi. 31. 
I had a good opportunity; had to preach 
to a rich but very lifeless congregation. 
I felt concern, and hope I was enabled 
to be faithful. I have reason to believe 
the Lord blessed this sermon. May the 
impression it made never be worn away! 
In the afternoon, heard Mr. Reece at 
Swift’s Alley, from Hos. i.11; preached 
in the evening at Plunket Street, from 
Luke x. 2. Greatly animated this eve- 
ning, yet had not such a comfortable 
opportunity as I enjoyed in the morning. 

owever, on the whole, had the greatest 
reason to bless God, for granting such 
assistance to such an unworthy creature. 
It is owing to his mercy that I am not 
confounded before the people. 

9th. Monday.—Breakfasted this morn- 
ing, in company with Mr. Geary, with 
one of the fellows of the college, a Mr. 
M 3 aratherlarge, and, at the same 
time, what is unusual, an agreeable 
company. Left at 12 o’clock; then, 
with Mr. Geary, called on several friends. — 
Dined with Mr. Walker and Mr. M. 
at the chambers ; very spiritual and pro- 
fitable conversation after dinner. Would 
to God I were like Mr. Walker, always 
serious! Attended at Plunket Street at 
7 o’clock; a larger company than on ~ 
any preceding Monday evening. I spoke 
to them from those words of Job, “The 
righteous also shall hold on his way ;” 
had great liberty in speaking; the peo- 
ple heard with great attention; hope | 
good was done. : = 
10th. Tuesday.—Mr. Walker break- 
fasted with us this morning; conver-_ 
sation truly profitable. In the evening, — 
heard Dr. Coke. The benefit of dili-— 
gence in religion is very evident in the - 

ethodist congregation here, Returned 
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to Dame Street before nine, when a 
riot had commenced ; shops were shut 
up, &c. There had been a riot the night 
before, which, as well as this, was occa- 
sioned_by a quarrel between the police 
and the common people: the police is 
considered as a great grievance by many 
of the most respectable inhabitants, as 
well as by the poor. For my own part, 
I think the measure of adopting a police 
in a free country most detestable, and 
sincerely hope the detestation in which 
it is held in Ireland will soon remove it. 
No very great injury was done this 
night ; some wounds received, and win-~ 
dows broken. Balls were fired, but 
without effect. 

llth. Wednesday.—Was engaged to 
breakfast. this morning with a party at 
ten, At eleven we sat down to break- 
fast ; a little before one, returned home. 
This was a select and most agreeable 
company, and I set this morning down 
in the list of the most delightful morn- 
ings I have ever known. It was an 
assemblage of good sense, exalted piety, 
and agreeable manners. The events of 
this morning gave me a fresh attachment 
to Ireland. Cowper considers the town 
as engendering the greatest vices: it 
may be so ; but it also affords the great- 
est and best collections of the choicest 
virtues. Felt great pleasure in looking 
over my journals ; and was led to hope 
that I shall, ere long, in heaven, review 
all the way the Lord my God hath led 
me with exalted gratitude and joy. O 
Lord, do thou cause me to love thee 
more, and to serve thee with greater 
diligence whilst on earth! 

12th. Thursday.—Part of this morn- 
ing I was engaged in the delightful em- 
ployment of writing to my dear wife ; 
‘the rest of the morning I turned my 
thoughts to the subject on which I 
preached in the evening. Dined at Mr. 
M‘Donald’s; a happy family ; the com- 


_ pany was quite cheerful, without levity. 


Good Mr. Howard dined with us; a man 
of good report and exalted _ piety. 
Preached in the evening at Plunket 
Street, from 2 Cor. v. J. I had not 
much pleasure in preaching ; yet since 
have reason to believe some good was 
REL ONC Rh. he 
18, Friday.—Rose thismorning poorly ; 
was low-spirited, anxious respecting my 
family, and much affected by a sense of 
my depravity and unworthiness before 
God. Breakfasted, in company with 
Mr. Reece, with Mr. Smith, at the corn- 
VOL, J, —FOURTH SERITS. 
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office. The conversation experimental, 
by which my heart was cheered. At 
4 o'clock went into the country to dine. 
The company and conversation agree- 
able, but I was prevented from enjoying 
it much by the head-ache. Walked by 
the side of the Liffey after dinner. Re- 
turning from our walk, we saw a corpse 
carrying to the grave, which Mr. Purser 
and myself followed, and saw it interred 
in the most irreverent manner. No 
minister, nor the least appearance of se- 
rioushess, except-in one woman, whom 
I took for the mother of the child that 
was buried. Our attention was presently 
caught by another corpse brought into 
the ground, borne by four men; one 
man walking before with a spade, an- 
other following with a pick-axe: We 
turned to them ; they soon stopped, put 
down the corpse, fixed on a spot, and 
began to dig the grave with no more 
apparent concern than as though they 
had a dog to inter. Whilst we were 
gazing at this, another corpse was 
brought in, I suppose in the same man- 
ner, with this difference, a greater num- 
ber attended. It was set down before 
Wwe saw it; when we came to them, 
they had just begun digging the grave. 
The man-to be buried was thirty-seven 
years of age. I staid some time, and 
looked in almost every face; but saw 
no countenance affected with sorrow, 
nor any one who appeared really serious. 
One or two were evidently drunk, and 
carelessness and want of feeling was in- 
scribed.on every brow. I left the scene, 
both grieved and disgusted. This event, 
tome, placed the Irish in a very disa-~ 
greeable point of view. Surely, I thought, 
these are not men and women of like 
passions with all others. Returned home 
at nine; was not well all the evening. 
14th, Saturday—This morning was 
engaged in preparing for Lord’s Day ; 
was not quite so happy as I had been on 
some other Saturdays. We had a party 
to dinner this day. Mr. Hutton, sheriff 
elect, his family, and Mr. Geary, Mr. 
Reece, &c. On the whole, very agree- 
able occurrences and conversation ; Mr. 
Hutton related some of the disagreeables 
which attend his connexion with the 
corporation. I envy not the great. ~ 
Many so called and esteemed, were they 
thoroughly known, could. only be no- 
ticed as great fools, great drunkards, great 
debauchees, great nuisances in society, 
May my friends be those who greatly 
excel in virtue! May I never respect a 
: R 
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man for his money, nor on account of 
his station Lexcene the king), but always 
for his goodness ! 

15th, Sunday.—This morning my mind 
was more fixed and happy than yester- 
day. Preached in the morning at Mary’s 
Abbey to a splendid and very large au- 
dience, from Luke xvi. 31. Heard Mr. 
Reece in the afternoon at Swift’s Alley, 
and preached in the evening at Plunket 
Street to a very large congregation, from 
Matt. vii. 13, 14 ; had considerable liber- 
ty in preaching this evening. O that 
God may bless the word to my own soul 
and to all who heard it; the people 
heard it with great attention. I was led 
to apply this discourse to myself in a 
particular manner, before and after I 
preached it. 

16th, Monday.—I spent the whole of 
this morning with Mr. and Mrs. 
Their difficulties and trials were again 
the subjects of conversation. Mr. 
appeared to have too high an opinion of 
himself, and to pay too great attention 
to the opinion of Socinian ministers and 
churches : I wish the good man had more 
simplicity, diffidence, and zeal; he has 
considerable fortitude, patience, and 
perseverance in his trials, and I believe 
the greatest sincerity attends his con- 
duct, but something is wanted. At seven 
o'clock went to Plunket Street, where I 
spoke to the largest congregation I had 
yet seen of a Monday night, from the 
Apostle’s exhortation, ‘‘ Let us hold fast 


our profession.” The Lord gave me pe- | 


culiar liberty in speaking. After meet- 
ing, returned to the company I had left 
at tea; Messrs. Geary and Reece went 
with me; the evening was delightful ; 


all the ladies were cheerful; some of | 
| disposition and manners are very similar 


them very sensible; even Mr. Geary’s 
face wore. wrinkles this evening—he 
dared to smile. Between eleven and 
twelve I returned home, not a little 
afraid of being interrupted, but all was 
well. This night I rested but little ; 
whenever disengaged, the concerns of 
home quite oppressed my mind. What 
tender and what strong ties unite hus- 
bands and wives, parents and children ! 

18th, Wednesday.—Breakfasted this 
morning in company with Mr., Mrs. and 
Miss Allen with Mrs. and Miss Forbes, 
Quakers, who drank tea at Mr. Allen’s 
on the 18th of June. Here every thing 
was neatness itself ; conversation cheer- 
ful and sensible ; after breakfast we were 
detained a considerable time in seeing 
curious work, curious tables, curious 


| late Captain Smith. 
at Dock, and were a member of the 
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shells, &c. Heard Mr. —— this evening 
at Bethesda chapel, from 1 Thess. iy. 18. 
I thought he was conceited, and the 
sermon an indifferent one. This gentle- 
man is noted for censuring others; I 
thought of the Apostle’s words, “ Who 
art thou that judgest another?” 

19th, Thursday.— Breakfasted this 
morning with Mrs. Atkinson and family. 
After my return home, was engaged in 
studying my sermon for the evening, and 
in writing my journal. At three, went 
to Mr. Johnson’s to dinner; a small but 
agreeable party. Dr. Johnson, a very 
sensible man, a scholar and enthusiast, 
really religious, was of the party, and 
was a great addition to our entertain- 
ment. In my opinion it is much better for 
aman to exceed in zeal than to be in the 
least deficient. The Doctor is an Armi- 
nian; I had an argument with him, and 
never remember to have argued with 
pleasure with an Arminian before. But 
the Doctor is a sensible man—zealous, 
yet not a bigot. Preached at Plunket 
Street in the evening, from 1 Thess. i. 10. 
My mind was serious, and, I lope, sin- 
cerely concerned to do good. On my 
return home, I received a letter from my 
dear wife, informing me that Jabez had 
been ill. All might have been ill; all 
might have been dead, all would have 
been so, were it not for the Divine good- 
ness. O Lord, do thou heal the child, 
and preserve my dear wife and children, 
and let me meet them in comfort ! 

20th, Friday.—This morning at nine 
paid a visit to good Mr. Smith, breakfast- 


| ed with him, and joined him in a ride 


through the park to Mr. Chambers’s. 


| What an excellent man this is! what 


simplicity, sincerity, and piety! His 
to those of my most worthy friend, the 
I wish he resided 


Baptist church. Well! we are all mem- 
bers of the same church, and, ere long, 
I hope to meet him in heaven. Dined 
at Miss Huison’s ; hardly ever were my 
spirits better than on this day; every 
thing was gay and pleasant; what al- 
terations do health and spirits make in 
men! we had delightful and various 
music ; the company was most cheerful ; 


the party was large at tea. Few people | 


I believe love visiting more than the 


Irish. At nine I accompanied Mr. Reece 


to Miss Henderson’s, where we supped 
with a large party of ladies and Mr. 
Geary. Here we were delightfully en- 
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tertained with the sensible and cheerful 
conversation of the Irish ladies: Miss 
Price distinguished herself by her sense. 
Miss Kierman, by her singing and good 
nature. Mrs. Cartland’s daughter Mary, 
by almost every thing that is amiable. 
With regret we broke up at eleven. Had 
I been single, and disengaged, I believe 
one of the Dublin ladies would certainly 
have engaged my heart in a very parti- 
cular manner. 

21st, Saturday.—Though in such spi- 
rits yesterday, this morning and through 
the day I was quite poorly. It was 
Home, Home, Home; my absence from 
home quite oppressed my spirits: with 
these oppressions I am now writing, and 
feel determined nomore to leave home for 
two months at a time. I first turned my 
thoughts to my sermons, then to my 
journal, then called on Mr. Pendered, 
and dined with him ; but nothing could 
divert my attention from home, nor ap- 
pease my longing to be there. 

22nd, Lord’s Day.—The indisposition 
in my teeth and face continued through 
this day ; however I preached as usual 
in the morning at Swift’s Alley, from 
Phil. in. 10. In the afternoon I heard 
Mr. Pendered at Mary’s Abbey, from 
Phil. iii. 8. In the evening, I preached 
my last sermon in Dublin, at Plunket 
Street, from Titus 1.13. I had liberty 
and pleasure in speaking ; a most crowd- 
ed audience attended. O that in the 
great day it may appear that good was 
done! O Lord, do thou water the seed 
thou hast enabled me to sow in this city, 
and cause it to bring forth fruit abun- 
dantly to thy glory! Was much better 
this evening than I expected. Retired 
under a peculiar sense of the Divine 
goodness towards me. 


23rd, Monday.—This morning was 


particularly occupied in preparing every 
thing for my return to England. Mr. 
Allen and I drank tea in Mrs. Allen’s 
room, when they presented me with a 
very handsome dressing-box, as a token 
of their respect for me, The manner in 
which it was done, in my estimation, 
surpassed the present itself, Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen’s kindness was surpassing the 
whole time I was at their house. I never 


wish to have more attention paid me | 


wherever I may go. If I never see Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen again, I shall ever re- 
member their kindness with gratitude, 
and their persons with respect. At seven 
o'clock I attended at Plunket Street, 
where the people were assembled in the 
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meeting-house, the vestry not. being 
large enough to contain them. I spoke 
to them on the inquiry made by the 
prophet, “Who hath believed our re- 
port?” &c. The friends took their leave 
of me in a most affectionate manner. 
On my return to Mr. Allen’s, a deputa- 
tion from the Evangelical Society waited 
on me, to thank me for my labours, and 
to signify their approbation of them, &e. 
Three or four gentlemen supped with 
us, who all united with Mr. Allen in en- 
deayouring to dissuade me from leaving 
Dublin that night, but all to no purpose; 
my heart was set on home, and scarcely 
any thing could have prevented me from 
embracing the first opportunity to begin 
my journey. About twelve o'clock I left 
Mr. Allen’s, which I should have done 
with great regret, had it not been to re- 
turn to my dear wife and family. 

24th, Tuesday.—At two this morning 
we sailed out of Dublin Harbour; was 
in bed most of the passage, which is by 
far the best place for those who are lia- 
ble to be sick. We ran to the Head in 
twelve hours. It was with heartfelt 
pleasure I landed on the English side. 
If I felt so much who had been no far- 
ther than Ireland, and absent from my 
connexions so short a time, what must 
be the feelings of the man who has left 
his home for years, and after having vi- 
sited the most distant parts of the earth, 
once more returns to his country—his 
friends—his all! After dining at Holy- 
head, I sent round the place and collect- 
ed a few people at a poor woman’s 
house, where I preached to them, May 
the seed sown not be lost! I invited a 
good man who attended the meeting to 
sup with me ; he did not speak English 
very fluently, but considering his cir- 
cumstances as a poor man, in that dis- 
tant part of the kingdom, he proved 
himself to be a man of great reading and 
extensive knowledge; am sorry I haye 
forgotten his name. 

25th, Wednesday.—After breakfast I 
set off for Abereonway ; was joined by a 
clergyman of the Establishment at Ban-. 
gor Passage ; a very agreeable man ; we 
walked under Penmanmawr, and were 
struck with the awful and most romantic 
appearance of that astonishing place. At — 
the close of the day we arrived at Aber- 
conway, where we were disagreeably 
circumstanced by the imposing conduct 
of our landlord. We left the inn where 
the coach stopped, and went to the Harp, 
where, all things considered, we passed 
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the evening cheerfully. A little good 
nature would have been profitable to the 
man whose house we left. It would 
be well for him if he had learnt of Solo- 
mon that “a soft answer turneth away 
wrath.” 

26th, Thursday.—At four o’clock this 
morning we left Aberconway ; returned 
to Salop the same way I went, and no- 
thing very particular occurred through 
the day. 

27th, Friday.—Left Salop at six this 
morning ; passed Colebrook Dale, Bridge- 
north, and Kidderminster. Whilst at 


ON A SABBATH EVENING LAMENT. 


Kidderminster, my mind was much eu- 
gaged in reflecting on the venerable 
Baxter, his zeal for God, and most assi- 
duous labours amongst the people. “The 
memory of the just is blessed.” O that 
in my ministerial labours I may partake 
of his zealous and holy spirit! I arrived 
at Worcester to tea ; engaged a place in 
the mail to Bristol, and at nime o’clock 
this evening set off. The coach was full, 
and the night very fine. We came to 
Bristol on Saturday morning by seven 
o’clock.” 


TO THE AUTHOR OF A SABBATH EVENING LAMENT.* 


Why, brother ! your “ Evening Lament,” 
With such tokens of aid from on high? 

Ah ; why your desponding complaint, 
With such signs of success in your eye P— - 


Shall some in the morning of youth, 
Shall some, at the sunset of age, 
Acknowledge the power of truth, 
You proclaim from the heavenly page? 


And yet, shall the herald of peace, 

To their burdened and sin-smitten souls, 
Bewail, as their triumphs increase, 

That he knows not the grace he extols! 


Away with your dolorous strain ! 
It becomes not thy sensitive mind, 
Whose seclusion from God is its pain, 
Whose joy, is his presence to find. 


> 


: You say you “once loved him”—Oh; say, 
= Is your filial affection withdrawn ? 


Then whence that disconsolate lay ? 
And whence that recoil from his frown? 


You Jov'd him, when under his smile, 
You bask’d in the sunshine of joy ; 
And deem’d not the labour a toil, 
That was spent in his blissful employ. 


And you Jove him, though under the cloud, 


Tn darkness and anguish you mourn ; 
For nought in existence but God 
Can bid your enjoyment return. wt s 
: ; ® e 


Aberdeen, Feb. 10, 1838. 


+ 


* See Bebruary Number of the Baptist Magazine, be 


wi, 
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REVIEWS. 


Cursory Views of the State of Religion in 
France, occasioned by a Journey in 1837. 
With Thoughts on the means of Commu- 
cating Spiritual Good generally. In twelve 
Letters. By JoHN SHEPPARD, Author 
of Thoughts on Devotion, Essays for Chris- 
tian Encouragement, The Autumn Dream, 
Sc. London: 1838. 12mo. pp. 148. 
Price 2s. 6d. 

The powerful influence of France 
upon the peace and prosperity of Europe, 
is acknowledged by all philosophers 
and statesmen. ‘The religious or ireli- 
gious condition of the French people is 
likewise important, not, to themselves 
alone, but to all surrounding nations. 
It is not merely because the boundaries 
of France include more than thirty 
millions of human beings, but because 
its geographical situation is such, as to 
facilitate the imtercourse of its inhabi- 
tants with foreigners ; because the 
proficiency of Frenchmen in some 
branches of science and of art, and the 
splendours of their capital, attract 
visitors from distant lands; because the 
language is very easily acquired, and 
very extensively diffused ; and because 
some of the peculiarities of their 
national character, their excitability, 
their communicativeness, their live 
wit, facilitate the propagation of their 
opinions and feelings, and render them 
active missionaries in either a good or 
an evil cause. The history of the French 
~ people invests them with some melan- 
choly claims also to our benevolent 
regard. In no country has a greater 
amount of suffering for the gospel been 
endured, or greater barbarity towards 
the followers of Christ been exercised. 
In no country have the poisonous fruits 
of corrupted Christianity been produced 
in greater abundance, In no country 
has infidelity displayed more conspicu- 
ously its inability to harmonize and to 
satisfy mankind, or even to allow the 
community in which it prevails, the 
possession of the common blessings of 
civilization and order. Every en- 
lightened British philanthropist will 
therefore feel a peculiar interest in the 
religious well-being of France. 

It affords us pleasure to introduce to 


our readers a volume illustrative of this 
subject, on the accuracy of which they 
may rely. The author is a gentleman 
highly esteemed among the churches 
of our denomination in the west of 
England, and one who has acquired by 
his previous publications, the respect of 
thousands belonging’ to other sections of 
the church, and residing in other parts 
of the empire. His piety, his candour, 
and his station in society, qualified him 
to acquire information, and to take en- 
larged views of the subjects which were 
presented to his attention, and his mode 
of communicating his sentiments is 
pleasing as well as instructive. The 
work consists of a series of letters 
addressed to the celebrated author of 
“An Essay on the Evils of Popular 
Ignorance.” 

The prevalence of irreligion in France 
is generally known, and some painful 
illustrations of this are given in the 
commencement of the volume. Super-- 
stition is mingled with indifference 
however, in a degree which the author 
had not anticipated, and of which he 
gives some mournful instances. There 
are symptoms nevertheless of an im- 
proved state of feeling in the publie 
mind, which encourage hope and ought 


| to excite benevolent effort. 


‘The one grand and mighty obstacle, as 
T apprehend, to the promotion and growth of 
real religion in France, consists in pre-occu- 
pation and insensibility of mind: a perverse 
habitude and talent of either refusing belief, 
or averting attention and concern, as to what 
is moral, and spiritual, and unseen; as to 
all “ beyond this visible diurnal sphere.”— 
Is it not so, in a multitude of cases, all over 
the world ; both where Christianity has been 
longest in one or another mode presented, 
and where it is now first proposed? Whether 
from the temperament, manners, or specula- 
tive notions of the French, it be more so 
with them than other nations, is a question 
only comparative, The same disheartening 
immobility, or vis iertig, meets those who 
‘¢ persuade men,” more or less, by the banks 
alike of the Thames or of the Ganges. But 
postponing the consideration, how this indif- 
ference should be met, or what measures and 
dispositions it calls for on the ae Chris- 
tians, I would first point out, in reference to 
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the state of France, some different and hope- 
ful facts and prognostics. Of the public 
mind in that country having become more 
impressed with a belief that the principles of 
religion are important to virtue and happiness, 
and to the well-being of communities, we may 
collect express statements, and other indica- 
tions from the modern French literature. If 
I should cite proofs of this from the ‘‘ Hymne 
au Christ,” or other pieces of De Lamartine, 
who appears to me their noblest living poet, 
my inference might rest too much on the sen- 
timents of a peculiar and limited school: yet 
the extensive popularity of that author’s 
works evinces, that his views are responded 
to by no small numbers of his countrymen, 
“But I prefer adducing some remarks of 
the Abbé de la Menais, who, unguarded and 
untenable as are some of his opinions, is 
pronounced, even by his opponents, “‘ to rank 
on just grounds among the most enlightened 
thinkers of the age.” * ‘* Observe,” he 
writes, ‘‘the state of men’s minds, after an 
epoch of doubt, (the inevitable effect of 
causes sufficiently known,) they have felt 
themselves ill at ease in the void. Man 
needs something more than the simple know- 
ledge circumscribed by boundaries so narrow. 
A perpetual aspiration towards the infinite,— 
the incomprehensible cause,—constitutes in 
him that religious instinct which cannot 
perish. This instinct awakened in our day 
amidst the depths of human souls, where it 
had, as it were, transiently slumbered, dis- 
quiets and agitates them. They endure, in 
their most intimate and elevated sentiments, 
one of those inexpressible pains which are 
suffered when the first laws of our nature are 
infringed. Hence those attempts not less 
vain than ardent, to create a new religion.” + 
They have miscarried, and it could not but 
be so, because Christianity, whatever be the 
contrary appearances, has not lost its hold on 
the people ; they can no more separate from 
it than from themselves ; for it alone con- 
tains that which will satisfy the desires that 
impel them: in it is the real principle of 
their future- development, as well as of the 
past: jn its essence, being the perfect ex- 
pression of the laws of humanity, humanity 
will never exhaust or dispense with it The 
world which now seems to disown it, will 
therefore be attached to it anew, for it ac- 
tuates the world. Mens agitat molem.”’— 
And elsewhere he observes, “I speak of the 
masses ; not of some rare individuals, a sort 
of savage race, wandering in the deserts of 


the intellectual world, who hate the truth as 
truth, and that which is good as good, Never | 
can irreligion fix and root itself in the heart | 
of a whole people: if it could, society would | 


_ * Bautain, Response au Paroles, é&c. p. 
. +The reference, I suppose, is to the Bt Si- 
monians. 

{ Affairs de Rome, p. 223. Edit. Geneve. 


be at once dissolved. Of all its wants (be- 
soins), that of believing is the most in- 
destructible. When, therefore, it appears, 
at certain instants, to abandon all belief, be 
assured, not only that this abandonment 
will be quite temporary, but that it is not 
even real: there is in it disturbance, but not 
destruction of the laws of life.”” * 

‘* The reasonings in the latter part of these 
eXtracts, though important, are of less value 
than the facts referred to at the commence- 
ment, as acknowledged. For to show that 
“* the masses,” or portions of them, de feel, 
in some sort, their need of religion, is more 
than to show, by the most conclusive argu- 
ments, that they must come to feelit. Yet 
this last is no slight admission, when made 
in some other quarters. I would, therefore, 
notice a singular publication, which has ap- 
peared in the present year,—that of ‘ The 
Holy Gospels, a popular edition, dedicated to 
the French nation, by some Journeymen 
Printers, with an Introduction by the Author 
of the Parliamentary History of the French 
Revolution.” The price is ten sous (five 
pence); and it is announced that “ this 
cheapness is a gift on the part of the print- 
ers; an offering of gratuitous labour, with 
the aim of rendering easy to their brethren of 
all ranks, the possession of the book in which 
God’s law is written.” The introduction has 
for its chief aim, to urge the law of love given. 
by our Saviour, in its application to the civil 
amelioration of society. Its caste is democra- 
tic, and its scope to make the gospel instru- 
mental to resistance against powers deemed 
oppressive, and to the elevation of the de- 
pressed classes by mutual devotedness. Its 
glosses on the New Testament are very per- 
verse, and its theories not very intelligible. But. 
it is worthy of remark, that these revotionary 
writers build on the one grand principle, 
that man cannot be made happier, except by 
means of faith in “ the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
and of Christian fraternization.”” What a con- 
trast to the revolutionists of 1793 !-—I shall 
present. a few passages in illustration. The 
writers profess themselves ‘neither Pro- 
testant ministers, Catholic clergymen, nor 
philosophers.” They inquire, ‘‘Why do 
philosophers and esprits forts not believe in 
God? Because they have ceased to believe in 
duty. They have begun by denying the 
law, and then the lawgiver, ” t—* Ask 
yourselves, whether you know any man pro- 
fessing unbelief, who does not aim thus to 
dispense with some duty, to indulge his self- 
ishness in some enjoyment which the law of 
God would have him renounce, If you are 
yourself wavering as to religious belief, exa- 
mine your heart for the motive. Search till 
you detect the evil habit which it conceals, 
and you will recognize in that your only mo- 
ee ee ea ie 


* Affairs de Rome, p. 147, 
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five not to believe: you will find that your 
incredulity is jn proportion to the interest 
which you have in there being no God, who 
is a rewarder and a punisher.”’* “ As to you 
who do not believe in duty, neither prophecies 
nor miracles will prove to you the divinity of 
Jesus Christ. The egotist believes in all 
which permit him to be an egotist, and in 
nothing which forbids this.’’—* All Euro- 
pean societies are daughters of France, and 
France is the daughter of the gospel. It is, 
then, an imperative duty for us who profess 
this truth, to teach France to read her law in 
the gospel.” +—However secular and sinister 
may be the purpose of these writers, their 
method indicates new views of the worth and 
power of religious motives, and also a persua- 
sion of some leaning in the French people 
towards the reception of religious truths. 

“Their idea coincides with those of La 
Menais, when he writes, “ No form of go- 
vernment, although its forms are far from 
being indifferent, can of itself satisfy the na- 
tions, or remedy their sufferings, The true, 
the only remedy has been placed by the 
Divine Being in that evangelical law which 
is destined to unite men by fraternal affec- 
tion; which would cause all to live in each, 
and each to live in all.” ¢ 

*€ One might cite various passages from wri- 
ters of the day, which eloquently predict the 
concurrence of social and religious progress. 
<* All nations tend, without being conscious 
of it, to become one, The idea of unity, so 
marvellously expressed in the prayer of Jesus 
Christ, hovers like a mysterious law before 
all minds. Thought is rapid as the wind, 
fertile as nature : men communicate from the 
ends of the earth ; they unite by science and 
intelligence ; and this is the path to unity of 
faith and oneness in charity.” § We may 
accept the author’s anticipation, in our sense 
of unity and catholicism, with a cheerful 
hope and a cordial Amen! 

So Chateaubriand, — ‘‘ There will be a 
future, a future of power and freedom, in all 
the fulness of evangelic equality ; but it is 
far off as yet, beyond the visible horizon; it 
will be reached only by that untiring hope, 
irrepressible by disappointment, whose wings 
outspread, and grow in proportion as all 
seems to baffle it; by that hope more strong, 
more enduring than time, which the Christian 
alone retains.” || 

« Even the novelist and poet, Victor Hugo, 

some of whose writings are said to be irre- 
ligious and licentious, seems to join his pro- 
phetic voice. In his preface to a volume of 
lyrics (1835), “Chants of the Twilight, 
he says, ‘‘ Society is waiting for the gleams 
So ie ear 

*P. 13. + P. 20. 

{ Affairs de Rome. p. 7. Edit.Geneve. 


Bautain. r 
{| Essai sur la Litt, Angl. tom. 11. p. 39!, ot suiv. 
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in the horizon to kindle quite, or to be quite 
extinguished.” ‘In this epoch of expecta- 
tion and transition, he’ (the author) “ is 
neither among those who affirm, or those 
who deny; he is among those who hope.” 
And in the poetic ‘‘ Prelude ’”’ he exclaims— 


“ —-Liorient, orient! qu’y voyez-vous, poetes ? 
Tournez vers Vorient vos esprits et vos yeux! ... 
Cet horizon, qu’emplit un bruit vague et sonore, 
Doit il palir bient6t ? doit-il bientét rugir & 
Esprits de Vhomme! attends quelques instants 

encore : 
Ou Ombre va descendre, ou I’ Astre va surgir!”? * 


One would almost think him gifted with 
that sort of predictive fecling which, in a very 
recent work, ‘ Le Voix Intérieures,” he 
ascribes to Virgil ; (alluding to the Pollio) : 


« C’est qu’a son incu mémes il est une des Ames 
Que l’Orient lointain teignait de vagues flammes. 
Crest qu’il est un des ceeurs, que, deja, sous les 

cieux, 
Dorait Je jour naissant du Christ mysterieux.”, 


‘<A passage, indeed, which concludes the 
first piece of this latter work, is expressive of 
fear :— : 

«‘— parmi ces progres dont notre age se vante, 
Dans tout ce grand éclat d’un siecle <blouissant, 
Une chose, 6 Jésus, en secret m’épouvante, 

C’est l’écho de ta voix qui va s’affaiblissant.” ¢ 


«We do not concede to him the fact. The 
voice of Christianity may have been unhap- 
pily enfeebled-ia his own country, but it is 
mighty in the western hemisphere ; it swells 
in Asia, and resounds from “the islands of 
the sea.” We observe at all events, the 
*«interior voice” of the writer intimating 
that dread of moral and social results, with 
which he contemplates the decay of this re- 
ligion; though its truth is probably to him- 
self a matter of doubtful speculation. Nor 
will the reader of either of these lyric volumes 
fail to discern, in the popular author’s mind, 
a strong and melancholy perception of the 
horrors which flow from scepticism, and a 
bias, however vague or equivocal, to revealed 
truth as the remedy.” 

«« These symptoms of the tendency of public 
sentiment, ought not to be overlooked by 
those who watch for the unfolding of God’s 


* “The East, the East !—O poets what behold you 
there ? Thither direct your thoughtful gaze !...That 
horizon filled with vague and resounding mur- 
murs, say must it soon grow pale? or must it 
quickly brighten % 

“Wait yet some instants, watching mortals ; soon, 
Sinks the drear shade, or shines the ascendant 
star!’” 

+ Tle is one of those minds whom, though un- 
conscious, the distant East tinged with its glim- 
mering fires ; one of those hearts on which the 
natal day of the mysterious Christ already began to 
dawn.” ; 

t “ Among the advances of which our century 
boasts, the splendid progress of a dazzling age,—- 
one thing, O Jesus, secretly inspires me with 
dread; it is that the echo of thy yoice becomes 
more feeble,” (April, 1837). 
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mysterious scheme of mercy, and who care 
earnestly for the state and well-being of man. 
It has been justly said, ¢ All is the offspring 
of thought, the history of the world is but the 
history of its development; and the changes 
of opinion are shared, in certain degrees, by 
those who deem themselves no partakers ; for 
they act insensibly, by inappreciable shades.’ ff 
Pag. 58—68. 


The remarks which Mr. Sheppard has 
interspersed respecting the duty incum- 
bent on pious travellers, to make per- 
sonal exertions for the religious advan- 
tage of the residents amidst whom they 
pass, and his illustrations of the manner 
in which this duty should be performed, 
are pertinent and valuable. It is by 
every Christian making it his business to 
disseminate the truth that the world 
must be evangelized. The plan of 
uniting in contribution to support 
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accredited missionaries sct apart for the 
diffusion of the gospel, is good, as far as 
it goes, but it is imadequate to the 
necessities of mankind: its operations 
are too siow, and too partial, It is a 
great step in advance of the previous 
custom of doing nothing; but the final 
consummation will arrive before this 
plan will of itself reduce all nations to 
the obedience of faith. Every Christian 
must regard himself as a missionary: a 
missionary to the heathen, should he 
visit pagan lands ; a missionary to the 
realms of twilight, should he visit the 
European continent; a missionary to 
the ignorant and ungodly of this country, 
should he remain in Britain. We must 
not content ourselves with labouring by 
proxy in the harvest-field, unless we 
can be satisfied with appearing by 
proxy at the harvest-home. 


“BRIEF NOTICES. 


Memoirs of William Carey, D.D., late Mis- 
sionary to Bengal, Professor of Oriental lan- 
guages in the College of Fort William, Cal- 
cutta. By EUSTACECAREY. Second Edt- 
tion. 1837. pp. xii. 593. Price 7s. 6d. 


We are glad to see this second and im- 
proved edition of a work in which the cha- 
racter of one of the most useful servants of 
the Most High is faithfully portrayed, and 
his hopes, fears, and trials are described in 
his own sincere and simple language. Some 
judicious omissions of redundant matter, to- 
gether with the adoption of a smaller type 
and closer style of printing, have enabled the 
editor to reduce the size and price of the vo- 
lume. Everything of importance belonging 
to the original narrative is however retained, 
as well as Mr. Jonathan Carey’s additional 
statement, and Professor Wilson’s remarks 
on the character and labours of Dr. Carey, as 
an Oriental scholar and translator, The al- 
terations will render the volume more ac- 
ceptable, while they facilitate its purchase. 
Tn an introductory essay to an American edi- 
tion, Dr. Wayland, the President of Brown’s. 
University, expresses an opinion of this per- 
formance, in which we cordially concur: 
“The work is done with modesty and good 
sense, and is written with piety, candour, and 
simplicity.. The author rarely indulges his 
imagination, and seldom diverges from the 
plain path of beaten narrative. Whatever he 
says may be relied on with confidence, and 
-will be perused with interest.” 


Ward’s Miscellany: Under the superintendence 
of a Society for the Advancement of Litera- 


ture, Science, and Religion. Vol. 1. 1837. 
Imperial 8vo. pp. 828. Price 10s. 6d. cloth. 


This work comes out in weekly and in 
monthly numbers. The volume before us in- 
cludes the whole of the publication for last 
year. We have examined it sufficiently to 
certify that it contains much that is amusing, 
and much that is instructive ; and we have 
not detected anything of an injurious tend- 
ency. It is intended to be a ‘* Family Ma- 
gazine,” and it is well adapted to enlarge that 
acquaintance with men and things which is - 
desirable for those who are rising into life, 
while it is certain, as long as it retains iis 
present character, to secure from them the 
reception which is given to a welcome visitor. 


Account of the Proceedings of the Twenty-fifth 
Annual Session of the Baptist Union, held in 
London, May 1, 2,3, and 4, 1837; with the 
Report of the State of the Denomination ; 
the Annual Letter to the Churches, and an 
Appendix. 8vo. pp. 50. Price 1s. 


In addition to the Breviates of the meet- 
ings, which were inserted in the Baptist Ma- ~ 
gazine for June last, this pamphlet contains 
a Report giving a condensed view of denomi- 
national Statistics ; an excellent letter to the. 
churches, written by the Rev. J. M. Cramp of 
St. Peter’s ; the Protest presented to the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, with the Reply 
to that document; a Letter to the Triennial _ 
Convention of Baptist churches in America; _ 
a letter from the Rev. Baron Stow, A.M. of 
Boston, and other articles, important to all 
who wish to know the state of Baptist churches 
and institutions in this'country, 
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INTELLI 


JAMAICA. 


Report from C. J. Latrobe, Esq. to the Right 
Hon. Lord Glenelg, on Negro Education. 


Tn February, 1837, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonial Department, Lord Glenelg, 
commissioned Mr. Latrobe to proceed to the 
West Indies, in order to inspect the schools 
on account of which any share of the parlia- 
mentary grants for Negro Education of 1835 
and 1836 had been applied, and to furnish a 
report upon the state of education in those 
colonies at the present time, especially with 
reference to the Negro population. Mr. 
Latrobe sailed from England for Jamaica on 
the third of March, and arrived in that 
island on the fifteenth of April. According 
to his instructions, he was to furnish a state- 
ment, not only of the condition of schools 
connected with the parliamentary grants, but 
also of the proportion which the existing 
means of instruction in the colonies bore to 
the call for it, and of the actual number of 
Negro children in attendance upon schools 
of any description ; he traversed, therefore, 
the whole island; determined, if possi- 
ble, to make himself acquainted with the 
actual state of every school in existence by 
personal inspection. Having performed this 
task, he addressed to Lord Glenelg on the 
19th of October, an elaborate Report, highly 
deserving the attention of all the friends of 
the Negro population. The following ex- 
tracts contain some portions peculiarly 
adapted to interest our readers. 

“Tn noticing the proceedings of the dis- 
tinct missionary bodies, in as far as they may 
be supposed to influence the success of the 
measures adopted by her Majesty’s govern- 
‘ment, it may be my duty to state, with re- 


~ gard to the Society for the Propagation of the 


Gospel, that through the general and com- 
prehensive plan formed by his Lordship, the 
Bishop of Jamaica, for the formation of 
schools in this island in connexion with the 
Society and the Established Church, which 
I have attempted to explain under the pro~ 


per head in the enclosure to Schedule (A) 


may, it is true, be productive of a less rapid 
establishment of schools than might appear 
desirable on some considerations, as, by that 
plan, the concurrence and co-operation of 
parties whose attention is as yet hardly suf- 
ficiently awake to the necessity of the mea- 
sure is made absolutely necessary ; yet there 
is every reason to believe that what is done 


_ will be efficiently done, and that these schools 
- will be'a permanent blessing to the country. 


* Doubtless, a greater number of schools 
might have been set on foot under another 
_ VOL. I,—FOURTH SERIES, 
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and more independent mode of proceeding, 
but it may be questioned whether such 
would ever become of equal importance to 
the island, or be equally permanent in their 
character. 

«The strongest and best guarantee for the 
future efficiency and success of these schools 
will be that constant personal inspection on 
the part of the clergy of the island, which is 
to form a part of the system, and of the 
good fruits of which the schools in the city 
of Kingston furnish a striking example ; itis 
there evidently an inspection equally observ- 
ant of the progress and daily course of the 
scholars, and of the conduct and capacity of 
those who are entrusted with their educa- 
tion ; and thus cognizance of the actual state 
of these institutions dees not depend on the 
mere official report, handed in at given 
periods, or on the observations made at 
stated visits of inspection, on neither of 
which, common experience shows, that re- 
liance can be placed. 

« The Church Missionary Society possesses 
in the colony able and excellent missionaries, 
whose character and attainments guarantee 
the carefal and conscientious discharge of 
the duty they undertake. 

‘“‘ The Society has nevertheless had from 
circumstances, peculiar difficulties to strug- 
gle with, and it is greatly to be regretted 
that their executive in the island is not 
more efficient, and that duties, foreign to 
those of a missionary, properly speaking, 


and which none, howeveractive and willing, - 


can discharge competently, in addition to 
clerical duty, are not vested, by the directors 
of the Society in England, in distinct and 
fitting hands. To this cause simply, much 
of the delay in theprogress of their proposed 
buildings is to be attributed. ‘ 

“The stations of the Society are widely 
dispersed over the island, and they number 
more, in the highest and most neglected part 
of the country, than any other missionary 
body. 

«The causes of delay in the case of the 
Wesleyan Misstonary Society have been al- 
luded to in the enclosure to schedule (A). 
Though the zeal of its missionaries has long 
been acknowledged in this island, the atten- 
tion of the Society has not hitherto been 
particularly directed to the subject of edu-. 
cation. ria 

“The wise measures adopted by the di- 
rectors at home, to send a resident inspector 
of schools to the island, has unfortunately, 
at the outset, been rendered a less efficient 
one than might have been hoped, from the 


| peculiar circumstances in which the Society 
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has been placed. Perhaps the desire of 
completing the new school-house, and form- 
ing the model school at Kingston, before 
further proceedings were undertaken, re- 
tarded the advance of the schools in other 
places. 

«‘ But under the systematic plan adopted, 
it is expected that all the school-houses to 
be built in the parishes will now be erected 
simultaneously, and become occupied in the 
course of 1838. 

“ The stations of the Wesleyan Mission- 
ary Society are pretty widely dispersed over 
the island. 

*¢Those of the Moravian Missionary So- 
ciety are all to be found, with the sole ex- 
ception of Irvin Hill, St. James’, within the 
limits of St. Elizabeth, and the adjoining 
districts of Manchester and Westmoreland, 
where some of the number have been now 
maintained for many years. The society 
has had certain advantages from the faveur- 
able eye with which its missionaries have 
in general been regarded by many of the 
resident proprietors of this portion of the 
island, and has:not had to struggle with the 
difficulty of obtaining land, experienced by 
many others. 

“©The delay in the erection of their 
school-houses is perhaps rather to be attri- 
buted to the necessary absence of the pre- 
siding missionary of their body in Europe, 
during the major part of the past year, than 
to any other cause. 

«In many instances it will be seen that 
the schools under their charge owe their 
maintenance to the friendly aid of the La- 
dies’ Negro Education Society, which, by 


unostentatiously providing ‘teachers with. 


small annual salaries, has done much good 
in this part of the country. 

“The necessity of securing the services of 
a higher elass of masters and mistresses for 
the future, with the means of giving suitably 
increased salaries, is however becoming 
daily more evident, as well as that of em- 
ploying mere energy in the whole system of 
education than has been done hitherto. 

“The principal sphere of exertion on the 
part of the missionaries in connexion with 
the Baptist Missionary Society for the edu- 
cation.of the apprentice and coloured popu- 
lation lies in the parishes of St. James, Tre- 
, and St. Catherine. 

“The Baptist Missionary Society is under- 
stood to entertain the opinion that funds 
raised by it for missionary purposes, or 
specifically for the preaching of the gospel 
among the heathen, cannot. be consistently 
devoted to the purposes of education, and 
consequently the individual missionaries 
have been thrown almost wholly upon their 
resources for the prosecution of theit schemes 
for the education of the coloured classes. 
The energy, perseverance, and devotion of 
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. culty thus far in obtaining the ieee transfer 
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| time, means, and strength, by which these 


extensive plans have been brought to bear, 
are well calculated, in each instance, to ex- 
cite respect and admiration. 

“It may be but just, however, to other 
missionary bodies to remark, with regard to 
the comparison which might be drawn be- 
tween the advanced state of the school- 
houses of the Baptist missionaries, that the 
latter have arisen under very different cir- 
cumstances. 

“As the Baptist Missionary Society was 
unable to furnish the funds for the purpose 
mentioned, it seems also to decline to take 
the responsibility of the undertakiggs of Its 
missionaries, as far as education Is con- 
cerned, or to exercise any control over the 
schools, which are, in fact, to be considered 
as under the superintendence of the indivi- 
dual projector solely, and dependent upon 
him for maintenance. 


“ Thus, while the government anfusegu- 
lations of the majority of the otigr mis- 
sionary societies bound down the individual 
missionary to await the decision of his di- 
recting-board in Europe, and intelligence 
that the government aid was actually 
pledged for the purpose of assisting in the 
erection of a school-house in any station, 
the zeal and energy of the missionaries of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, were stimu- 
lated by the knowledge that their Directors 
could not assist, and therefore would not 
control their pfojects, Personal exertion of 
no ordinary character was the result, and 
most, if not all, of their school houses were 
advancing towards completion before ar- 
Tangements were made for securiné assist- 
ance to them in defraying a portiva of the 
expense through the government grants, 


“Nothing but the want of funds is now 
urged by the same individuals, and by others 
of their colleagues, for not daring to extend 
the field of their labours. 


« The missionaries of the London Mission- 
ary Society have shown their devotion to the 
cause of Negro Education by the willingness 
with which they have come forward to sup- 
ply in their own persons, in addition to their 
ministerial duties, or in that of their fami- 
lies, the places of teachers in the schools, 
till such could be provided from Europe, at 
the same time that the charge of superintend- 
ing the erection of the school-louses rested 
entirely upon them. 4 ‘geek 

«* The greater number of their stations are 
to be found in the parishes of Clarendon, 
Manchester, Trelawney, and St. Ann. 

“The Scottish Missionary Society seems, 
in every instance, with the exception of that 
of Hampden, to have met with great diffi- 
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of the land chosen for the sites of its school 


houses. The field ofits labour is chieflyto 
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be found within the parishes of St. Mary, 
Hanover, St. James, and Trelawney. 

“There is no doubt, from the personal 
character and qualifications, of the indivi- 
duals forming the missionary body in con- 
nexion with this society in this island, that 
wherever they are enabled to set on foot 
permanent schools, they will be well con- 
ducted, and will exercise a salutary influence 
over the population. 

“As may be gathered from schedule (A) 
a considerable degree of caution has charac- 
terized the proceedings of the trustees of the 
Mico Charity hitherto, in forming what may 
be cailed permanent. establishments, or 
school stations, in Jamaica. I am not aware 
that this has originated in any doubt of the 
ultimate popularity, or the success of schools, 
conducted upon the liberal principle by 
which they are guided, or of the peculiar 
system of instruction pursued in them, but 
we) rather suppose that, being free to act 
with .eater cireumspection than the mis- 
sionary societies, they were willing, in the 
present undecided state of things in the 
colony; to confine themselves to promptly 
furnishing instruction at every suitable point 
where there might be an urgent call for it or 
a favourable opening, without, for the pre- 
sent, pledging themselves further to main- 
tain schools, and to occupy permanently the 
post in question. The order and system 
with which their eperations are conducted 
in the island leaves nothing to be desired on 
that head. Their stations are to be found 
distributed over the whole island, 

“Tt will be seen, from a glance at the 

genera’ schedule (B), that by far the greater 
majority of schools of every description ex- 
isting at this time in the island, as well as 
the most important, generally speaking, are 
conducted and supported by the charitable 
and missionary societies, and individuals 
just named. 
_- **Of the parochial schools, unconnected 
with the Bishop, whether endowed or not, 
the general remark must be, that, with few 
exceptions, they are all lamentably inefli- 
cient for the purposes of education, whether 
we regard the extent of their means, the 
principles upon which they are conducted, 
or the attainments and character of the in- 
dividuals employed in giving tuition. 

«“ Nevertheless, since 1834 the attention 
of the vestries has become gradually more 
alive to the state of the parochial establish- 
‘ments ; and in many parishes measures are 
in agita ‘on, if not actually in force, either 
in conjunction with the bishop, or other- 
_wise, to remedy this evil. : 

“ Of the two other classes of schools in 
the island, unconnected with the Established 

“Church or missionary bodies, namely, pri- 
wate schools and estate schools for the chil- 
dren of apprentices, set on foot and super- 
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intended by the proprietor or his represen- 
tative, but little can be said at present. Of 
the first-named there are few, except in the 
city of Kingston, or in a few of the larger 
towns, that rise to the humble rank of dame 
schools, in England, the character of the 
instruction being of the most limited de- 
seription. The want of private schools of 
superior order, in which the higher classes 
of the island could meet with liberal educa- 
tion, or, perhaps yet more of a college or 
other public institution sanctioned by the 
legislature, is severely felt throughout the 
island, particularly at the present time, when 
restricted means, and the doubt with regard 
to the future, which it is to be expected 
may exist in the minds ef many of the pro- 
prieters, in speculating upon the ultimate 
effect of the measure of emancipation upon 
their fortunes, render the great expense of a 
home education for their children hard to be 
borne. 

“The estate schools of the description 
mentioned are also at present few in num- 
ber; nevertheless, the subject begins to en- 
gage the attention of many influential men 
in the colony, and probably any future re- 
port may record the institution of many of 
this class. There exists a great diversity of 
opinion in the island as to the prebable: 
success that may attend them, considering 
the peculiar position which the two princi- 
pal classes of the community hold to each 
other. Time alone can prove the justice of 
either view of the subject.” 


DESPATCH 


From the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg to-the 
Governor of Jamaica. 


“ Downing Street, 15th Jan. 1838.. 
s¢ Sir, 

“T have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a copy of a Report which I have 
received from Mr, Latrobe on Negro Edu- 
cation in Jamaica. I have derived much 
gratification from the testimony borne by 
Mr. Latrobe to the facilities which you af- 
forded him in the prosecution of his in- 
quiries, and to the reception and assistance 
which he experienced from the bishop,.and 
from-the various missionaries to whom he 
was recommended, as well as from all classes 
of the population, with whom his duties 
brought him into. contact. 

“The Report itself is highly valuable, 
and does credit to the talents and industry 
of its author. An attentive perusal of it 
has convinced me that the measures adopted 
for the promotion of Negro education in 
Jamaica have already contributed largely to 
the advancement of this most important ob- 
ject. There is every reason to anticipate 
that the experience and information which 


have now been acquired will lead to most 
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beneficial results in removing some of those 
difficulties which have hitherto retarded the 
progress of useful education. 

“The delays in commencing or completing 
school-buildings which the respective socie- 
ties have undertaken to erect with aid from 
the Parliamentary fund, appear, indeed, at 
first sight, to be more numerous than might 
have been expected. But they are, on the 
whole, satisfactorily accounted for by the 
impediments and hindrances which have 
surrounded these undertakings, many of 
which no forethought could avert, nor any 
exertion immediately overcome. 

“The greatest and most general cause of 
delay in the execution of the proposed build- 
ings seems to have been the difficulty of pur- 
chasing or acquiring sites of land with satis- 
factory titles. I directed your attention some 
time since to this subject ; and J should be 
very glad to learn that the colonial legisla- 
ture had at your suggestion been able to 
devise any means of giving increased facili- 
ties in this respect. I hope also that some 
arrangement may be made with the several 
societies which may in great measure tend to 
obviate this impediment for the future. The 
searcity of carpenters and masons, and the 
want of competent persans to contract for 
the buildings, are inconveniences which 
must always more or less affect the simulta- 
neous commencement of a general undertak- 
ing of this nature ;” but this evil may be ex- 
pected gradually to disappear as the urgent 
demand for such services becomes more 
known, and as the successive completion of 
school-houses, may enable workmen or con- 
tractors to transfer their industry to other 
quarters. 

«But, although the completion of the 
school-buildings, towards which parliament- 
ary aid has been appropriated, has been so 
frequently retarded by the causes above al- 
luded to, it is gratifying to perceive that the 
main object of their erection has neverthe- 
less been, in a great measure, fulfilled by 
means intermediately provided; and that 
where the school-houses have not been ac- 
tually finished and occupied, schools have 
been established, and are in operation at or 
near the sites of most of the proposed. build- 
ings. I advert, with much satisfaction, to 
the assurance of Mr. Latrobe, that. al- 
though considering “how very recently the 
great majority of the schools now reported 
have been instituted, and also the difficulty 
and uncertainty that attend all first efforts 
under the circumstances of the colony, he 

= cannot be expected to give any decided 
Z opinion as to the actual efficiency of the 
‘ greater number, the promise held out by all, 
r- more or less, is sufficiently encouraging.” I 
feel bound, in justice to the exertions of the 

various religious societies, of the Trustees of | 
the Mico charity, and of others who are en- 


gaged in this important work, to express my 
conviction that a powerful impulse has been 
given to Negro education by the aid voted 
by parliament, and applied through their 
agency ; and that, from a continuance of such 
zealous co-operation, the happiest results 
may be anticipated. 

“It is peculiarly gratifying to observe the 
testimony which the Report bears to the 
improved state of feeling in the colony on 
the subject of education—to the rapid de- 
cline of former prejudices, and to the total 
disappearance of all active opposition to the 
various plans set on foot for the moral and 
religious improvement of the apprentices 
and their children. 

‘* At the date of this Report the legislature 
of Jamaica has not adopted any general 
measure for the promotion of the education 
of the labouring classes. But I trast that 
they will not have failed, during their pre- 
sent session, to give that attention to the 
subject which its important bearing on the 
interests and welfare of the great body of the 
inhabitants of Jamaica so justly demands ; 
and that the expectation adverted to by Mr. 
Latrobe in reference to their proceedings for 
this end will have been fully realized; I 
shall await, with some anxiety, the infor- 
mation which I trust it will be in your 
power shortly to transmit to me on this sub- 
ject. 

“T shall, without delay, communicate 
this Report to the Trustees of the Mico 
Charity, and to the various Societies whom 
it concerns, with a view to the adoption of 
such further regulations in the appropriation 
of any future parliamentary grant, as, on 
consideration of the suggestions made by 
Mr. Latrobe, may be found practicable. 

Iam, &e, 
(Signed) GLENELG.” 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir Lionel Smith, 
&e. &e. ke, 


CANADA, 


Extracts from a Letter from the Rev. John 
Gilmore, dated, Clarence, Sep, 22, 1831, 
to the Rev. G. Sample, tit 


“We had a long and dangerous passage; 
were driven to the southward of Bermudas. 
My friends on this side of the water had 
given us up. Mrs. G. has hardly yet re- 
covered the shock; but God had mercy, 
and spared us a little longer. In the hour 
of danger, I found the benefit of the gos- 
pel; for, brother, what, after all, does it_ 
matter, whether we die soon, or have life 
;broteneee, De ee or ne among friends 
or strangers? dying is but going home. 
The great end of jntroduetion’ tats ‘tHe. = 
world is secured when we have believed in 
| Jesus; and whether the new creature shall — 
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be left tardily to unfold in this world, or be | 
transmitted to paradise, there to develope 
under the sunshine of our Father’s love, is 
a matter which concerns us not. What we 
have to do is to know and do his will, here 
or in heaven, as he sees fit. Dear brother, 
let us labour hard to bring souls to Jesus 
Christ. It is an awful thing for the human 
being, after toiling in this world, to have 
toiled to an evil end; to be smitten with 
the hand of the second death, wrapped in 
the night of eternal gloom, and tortured by 
everlasting variance with itself, its society, 
and its God. Oh, what is the whisper of 
time, compared with the voice of eternity ! 
When so much is at stake, how can we be 
indifferent? Viewed in this light, the 
Christian most awake needs the exhortation, 
“ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead.” 
* r * ® * 

“YT had a letter from Mr, Tapscott last 
week ; he is labouring now at Toronto. He 
had been very useful last winter at a place 
they call Petite Nation, as also at St. An- 
drews. Toronto he finds rather a difficult 
station. In my journeyings since I came 
home, I spent a night with Mr. Jopling, 
and preached; he has now got the gospel 
to the place, and there was a likelihood of 
forming a church. I was there in the month 
of June ; they were all well then. 

«As tomyself, I know not where I am yet 
to spend the winter. The institution has 
diverted my attention from the immediate 
and great work of winning souls to Jesus 
Christ ; but about a fortnight ago we got 
things arranged, so that I could give myself 
up more fully to the work of preaching the 
gospel to the poor, Our congregations ate 
good, considering our scattered condition 
in this country. Very little has been done 
among us for a year past, as it regards the 
conversion of sinners; but I hope the Lord 
is about to arise, for the churches begin to 
lament after the Lord. 

« About eight weeks ago I was proceeding 


- to one of our stations, to reach which I had 


to pass through a cedar swamp. A thunder- 
storm overtook me, and, having missed my 
path, I lost myself, and could not retrace 
my steps. I thought I had reached the 
end of the journey of life, and that I must 
now, under circumstances so disagreeable, 
be called to lie down and die. Night was 
coming on; I was now in the habitations of 
bears and wolves, and felt greatly alarmed. 
The lightning glared; the thunder rolled 
without intermission; and the rain poured 
down in torrents, Insects of various kinds 
tormented me with their envenomed stings. 
After wandering about, with hasty but 
fruitless steps, it seemed wisdom to stand 
still and reflect. It occurred to me (as, in- 
deed, it should have done at first), my duty 
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was to pray: “ Call upon me in the day of 
trouble.”” After a minute spent in deliberate 
prayer, I began again to move, but knew 
not in what direction I was proceeding, but 
soon found myself in my lost path. Laus 
Deo! Shortly after this a young man be- 
came my guide. I began to speak to him 
about what had happened, and referred to 
man as being ‘“lost;” and so we entered 
upon the subject of religion. He was a 
believer in Jesus, brought to know the 
Lord through the holy conduct of a youth 
to whom I had been useful, in a visit paid 
the settlement eighteen months before. It 
is thought as many as ten more then turned 
to God. One of our members had settled 
in this destitute region about two years 
before, and at his invitation it was I went 
thither. They have meeting every Lord’s 
day; he reads a sermon to them; and thus 
our Master is honoured in many a rude 
location. 

«* Now as to our institution, we are greatly 
at a loss for a tutor. Every thing in regard 
to education remains in statu quo, till we 
obtain a tutor. We proceed with our mis- 
sionary operations; our French mission is 
full of promise. I shall request Mr. M. to 
send you a copy of our Magazine, if he can 
conveniently send it. You have there an 
account of a few of their conversions. Per- 
haps you could get a few subscribers for 
our magazine. With every thing here we 
have to maintain a struggle. Our successors 
will, I hope, have a smoother path. I 
expect you will help us with an occasional 
collection; in a few years we shall be better 
able to help ourselves. We need very- 
much a few missionaries.’ 


ORDINATION AT NEW PARK STREET, SOUTH- 
WARK, 


On Wednesday, December the 27th, 1837 
the Rev. Joseph Angus, M. A., was pub- 
licly recognized as pastor of the Baptist 
church worshipping in New Park Street 
Meeting, Southwark, formerly under the 
caré of Dr. Rippon. The Rev. J. H. 
Hinton, M. A., gave the introductory 
address, and proposed the usual questions ; 
the Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D., addressed 
the minister from Acts iv. 29; and in the 
evening, the Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. 
preached to the people, from 2 Thess. ili. 16, 
The Rey. Messrs. Belcher, Carey, J. Davis, 
Douglas, Edwards, Salter, Shenstone, Steane, 
Stovel, and Young (Presbyterian), took ~ 
partin the open devotional services of the day. 
Psalm xe, 17. 


REV. WILLIAM MATTHEWS. 
Died at Canterbury, on Lord’s day morn- 
ing, Feb. 4, aged 48, the Rey. William 
Matthews, pastor of the Baptist church in 
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that city. Mr. M.’s public labours had been 
suspended several months by a severe and 
lingering illness. He had so far recovered 
that arrangements were made for him to ad- 
minister the ordinance of the Lord’s supper 
on the day above-mentioned. ‘The day be- 
fore he appeared unusually well, and was 
anticipating with much pleasure, the resump- 
tion of his pastoralengagements. His inter- 
course with his friends during the day was of 
a yery edifying character. One of the dea- 
cons of the church had spent some time with 
him in the evening, in profitable conversation, 
and had scarcely left him an hour, when he 
was summoned back to the house, and found 
his pastor speechless and insensible, having 
been seized with an attack of apoplexy, which 
issued in death shortly after sun-rise on the 
following morning. 

Mr. M. had been pastor of the church at 
Canterbury about seven years, and was much 
and deservedly esteemed. His pulpit talents 
were of a respectable order, not showy, but 
solid and edifying. In prayer, he was emi- 
nently devout and fervent. And he was a 
man of peace and love—meek in temper— 
gentle in manners—conciliatory and prudent 
in behaviour. In circumstances of no small 
difficulty and trial, he conducted himself so 
wisely as to secure the friendship and confi- 
dence of all with whom he was connected. 
Nor was he destitute of the tokens of the di- 
vine approbation ; his labours. were blessed 
to many, and were becoming increasingly 
successful. ee 

The funeral took place on Friday, Feb. 9. 
Mr. M.’s remains were deposited near the 
door of the chapel in which he had so faitb- 
fully preached the gospel of Christ, and were 
attended to the grave by a large number of 
mourning friends, of different denominations, 
including the Independent and Wesleyan 
ministers resident in the city, and the Baptist 
ministers of the East Kent Association. An 
address was delivered on the occasion by the 
Rey. J..M. Cramp, of St. Peter’s. The Rev. 
Messrs. Briscoe, of Folkestone, Creswell, of 
Canterbury (Independent), Pledge, of Mar- 
gate, and other ministers, engaged also in the 
solemn services of the day. On the follow- 
ing Lord’s day evening; the Rev. E. Dayis, 
of Deal, preached a funeral sermon to the 
bereaved congregation, founded on Luke 
xxiii, 28. Funeral sermons were preached 
at the same time in the other Dissenting 
places of worship in Canterbury. 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


Speedily will be published, 
A SELECTION OF HYMNS, 
for the use of 
' BAPTIST CONGREGATIONS. ; 
Intended as a Supplement to Dr. Watts'’s Psalms’ 
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and Hymns. The tenth, being an improved and 
enlarged edition of 
THE NEW SELECTION. 

In compliance with the advice of many re- 
spectable ministers, this Volume is enriched 
by the addition of about a hundred hymns, 
chiefly old and well known compositions, It is 
believed that the book, as now about to be pre- 
sented to the public, will secure the approbation 
of the churches generally; and thus become, in 
an increased degree, a valuable source of aid to 
the widows of deceased ministers and mission- 
aries, to whom the profits are annually devoted. 

In the press. 
Our Yousc Men. By the Rev. F. A. Cox, 
D., LL.D. 


One Hunprep Guineas, the prize offered by 
the British and Foreign Young Men’s Society, for 
the best Essay on the Claims of Young Men to 
the Attention of the Church and its Ministers, 
having been adjudged to Dr. Cox, of Hackney, 
by the Rev. J. Harris, author of “Mammon,” and 
the Rev. J. K. Foster, of Cheshunt College, it 
will be published speedily in a duodecimo volume, 
by W. Ball, Paternoster Row, London. 


In one vol., demy, 12mo., with a Portrait, 


The Life of the Jate Rev. Dr. SrzaDMAN, Pre- 
sident of the Baptist College, Bradford, Yorkshire, 
and of the Literary and Scientific Institution. By 


his Son, the Rey. Thomas Sieadman. London : 
Thomas Ward and Co. 
Essay oN CHRISTIAN Missions. Prize of 


Two Hunprep Goingas, 


During the last forty years, many excellent 
Sermons, Tracts, and Pamphlets have appeared 
on the subject of Missions to the Heathen ; ybut 
the want of a comprehensive work, embracing all 
the topics directly and collaterally involved in the 
general theme, has long been felt and very gene- 
rally acknowledged. It has occurred to a few 
friends of the missionary enterprise in Scotland, 
that this desideratum in our Christian literature 
might be supplied by means of friendly compe- 
tition, were the theme of Missions proposed as the 
subject of a Prize Essay. Dispensing, for the 
present, with the consideration of the causes that 
may instrumentally haye retarded the progress of 
Christianity throughout the world, and with the 
investigation of the most approved methods of 
practically conducting Missions abroad, a PRIZE 
of Two Hunprep Guineas is hereby offered for | 
the best Essay, and another Prize of Firry Gui- 
NeEas for the second best Essay, on “‘ The Duly, 
Privilege, and Encouragement of Christians to 
send the coped of Salvation to the unenlightened 
Nations of the Earth.” 'The grand object of Mis- 
slons, viz., the regeneration of a lost world 
through the all-sufficient “atonement of the Lord 
our Righteousness, and the renewing of the Hol 
Ghost, must be distinctly unfolded and vindicated, 
from the sacred Scriptures. The Duty, Privilege, — 
&c., must be illustrated as enjoined or sanctioned 
by Divine commands, Evangelical motives, and 
explicit prophecies, as well as recommended by a 
review of the beneficial effects of Christianity on ~ 
the civilization of the world, and the reflex influ- — 
ence of the Missionary enterprise in improving — 
the Spiritual tone and condition of the Refoi ed : 
Churches. Under the head of Duty, must be 
comprehended the obligation to advance the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, by means of prayer, coun- 
sel, pecuniary contribution, and personal services. 
Answers must also be furnished to all the most — 


plausible objections that have from time to time — 


en urged against the cause of Missions. 

In order at once to demonstrate the Catholi 
of the present design, and inspire universal c 
dence in the rectitude of the decision, the folloy 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Gentlemen have been requested, and have kindly 
consented, to become adjudicators, viz. :— 
The Rev. DAVID WELSH, D.D., Professor of 

Church History in the University of Edinburgh. 
The Rey. RALPH WARDLAW, D.D., Glasgow. 
The Rev. HENRY MELVILL, B.D., Camber- 

well, late Fellow and Tutor of St. Peter's Col- 

lege, Cambridge. 

The Rey. JABEZ BUNTING, D.D., President 
of the Wesleyan Conference, London. 

The Rey. THOMAS S. CRISP, President of the 

Baptist College, Bristol. 

The Essays will be received on or before the 
1st of June, 1839, by the Secretaries of the Church 
of England, London, Baptist, and Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Societies, at the respective Mission Houses 
in London, and by the Rey. Dr. Brunton, Con- 
vener, or Rev. lr. GukDON, Secretary of the 


- General Assembly of the Church of Scotland’s 


Committee for Foreign Missions, Edinburgh. 
Each must be accompanied with a sealed letter, 
enclosing the name and address of the author, 
the Letter and Essay bearing some motto or su- 
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perscription common to both. No Essay need be 
forwarded which is not written or copied in a 
clear, distinct, legible hand, “The adjudicators are 
expected to make their decision known on or 
before the ist of June, 1840; after which date 
the Essays will be returned, on proper application 
at the several Offices where they were originally 
left, with the Letters unopened, except those ac- 
companying the successful Treatises. Half of the 
profits arising from the sale of the Copyright of 
the Essay, to which the prize of Two Iundred 
Guineas shall be awarded, to be given to the 
Author; the other half to be applied to such 
Object, promotive of the great cause of Missions, 
as the Contributors to the present Prize may 
deem most expedient. 
In the name of the Contributors, 
STEVENSON M‘GILL, D.D., Professor of Divi- 
nity in the University of Glasgow. 
THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D., LL.D., Professor 
of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. 
ALEXANDER DUFF, D.D., Church of Scotland 
Mission, Calcutta, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
My dear Sir, 


Australia was brought before your readers 
in your January number, by an extract from 
a letter from my brother John Saunders, of 
Sydney, New South Wales, touching upon 
the important influence that colony may 
hereafter exert in evangelizing China and 
our eastern possessions. 

There is another point in which, perhaps, 
the sympathies of our churches may be more 
easily called into exercise, and that is, the 
number of our brethren who inhabit the 
Australian colonies, as well as the number 
of the children of those who once were the 
strength and beauty of our Zion. It is a 
melancholy truth that there are convicts who 
were members of Baptist churches, and ma- 
ny more who were once the hopes of their 
parents, ministers, and friends, that they 


hereafter would be pillars in the house of 


God, when they had descended to their 
graves. 

And again, there are those who have been 
induced to emigrate to this land of promise, 
who, finding no home for their souls, have 
lost that savour of piety which seemed to 
mark their course when amongst us, and are 
now making shipwreck of faith, with no 
friendly voice to reclaim them to the ways 
of God. 

Hitherto, the appeals on behalf of these 
our poor brethren and their children have 
appeared to be in vain. Every one seems to 
have some one in Australia in whom he 
feels an interest, but no one moves to the 


help of his friend ; and shall it so continue 7. 


Will you not, Mr. Editor, again strive to 
kindle some love, some compassion for these 
poor lost sheep of the house of Israel? 
pray exert your influence to impress upon 


the churches the applicability of the last 
two verses in the epistle of James, and per- 
haps we shall hear of some who will present 
themselves ready to go forth to this aposto- 
lic work, and of others, who not able to go 
themselves, will send their silver and gold 
to aid the holy enterprise. 

I have, indeed, met with a young minis- 
ter who appears-designated by Providence to 
labour in New South Wales; his health 
having failed him in England, his medical 
friends have expressed their opinions, that 
the voyage to, and residence in, Sydney, 
would prove his permanent recovery of health 
and consequent usefulness. But what can he 
do? His sickness has expended his resources, 
and the passage and outfit have to be ob- 
tained. Will any of your readers contribute 
to this good work? [I shall be happy to fur- 
nish them with most satisfactory testimonials 
if they are so disposed. 

But supposing this minister should arrive 
at Sydney, there will then be two Baptist 
ministers for a population of upwards of 
80,000, and that in a new country which will 
hereafter exert a mighty influence for good 
or evil upon the world at large, and just at a 
period when every thing favourable seems 
to say that God will work with us. A Tem- 
perance publication has been commenced by 
my brother, and the third number has, in 
this most drunken place in the world, ob- 
tained a circulation of 4,500. The chapel 
which has been erected is now over-full, and 
they are arranging for the erection of gal- 
leries, and the first baptism has taken place. 
My brother says, “ Last night I baptized ; 
it was a solemn and delightful season. I 
hope to baptize two young men next week.” 
A member of the chureh says, “‘ Many have 
expressed a desire to join the church, but 
three months probation is requiged of all,” 
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Our good friend Mr. Pengilly, of Newcas- 
tle, has aided me in sending out anumber of 
his excellent work on Baptism, but these 
should be followed by those whose duty it is 
to preach the gospel and baptize. 

These indications of the advancement of 
our denomination are confined to New South 
Wales, for I am not aware that there is a 
single Baptist church with a pastor in Van 
Diemen’s Land, Swan River, Port Philip, 
or South Australia: and again the question 
returns, ‘‘Shall nothing be done for these our 
poor brethren ?” 

If you, my dear sir, will favour me by 
noticing this in the magazine, it may touch 
the hearts of some, and efforts may be called 
into exercise somewhat commensurate with 
the immensity and importance of the Austral- 
asian colonies. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
Avex, SauNnDERS. 
58, Strand, London, Feb. 17, 1838. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My dear Sir, 

Knowing the deep interest you feel in the 
rising ministry, I am emboldened to ask for 
part of a page in your greatly improved 
work, on which to make a suggestion that 
has of late considerably impressed my mind. 

It is impossible to look at the present 
position of affairs, both in the church and 
the world, without feeling that our junior 
brethren who are now preparing for minis- 
terial duties will soon incur tremendous re- 
sponsibilities on the one hand, and be ex- 
posed to very serious dangers on the other. 
They demand our tenderest sympathies, and 
our cordial aid. Why should our American 
brethren take a more lively interest in their 
colleges than we in ours?’ They have their 
days of prayer for their rising ministry, why 
should we have none? Would not effects 
of the very best kind flow from ardent uni- 
ted neh ee Should we not find as the 
result, that our colleges would be prayed for 
more frequently at the family altar, and in 
the regular public services of the Sabbath ? 
and would not our students become more 
entirely the objects of Christian interest and 
encouragement ? 

I would respectfully propose, then, that 
the tutors and students of the colleges in and 
about London should be affectionately in- 
vited to meet the members of our different 
churches, to unite in special prayer for their 
welfare in one of the larger places of worship, 


such a meeting should be held in different 
chapels in rotation, at least once in six 
months. I am, my dear Sir, 

Fraternally yours, 
Greenwich, Feb, 5, 1838. 


that at Wenley-in-Arden, the Rey. W. 
Gough, late oe 

say during the first week in April, and that | 
| Kislingbury. 


__ | Ives in the beginning of April, and that 
J. BELCHER. | 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. _ 
Dear Sir, 

As I know that my “Condensed Com- 
mentary” is extensively circulated among 
your body, permit me, as the best means of 
rectifying a most important error in quoting 
from Dr. Gill, occasioned by the omission 
of a word, to request the favour of your al- 
lowing me to point out the erratum. 1 Cor. 
iii. 12, wood, hay, stubble, instead of ‘damn- 
able heresies,’ read ‘not damnable heresies.’ 
You will greatly oblige me by acceding to 
my request, and render a service to many 
ministers and others who may be perplexed 
by the misstatement. T am, dear Sir, 

Yoursin the Gospel, 
Camberwell, Jan. 24,1838. I. CoBBIN. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The Editor is compelled to omit several 
articles which he had himself prepared for 
the present number, and several others which 
had been furnished by esteemed correspon- 
dents. This arises partly from the unexpect- 
ed leneth to which a section of Mr. ‘Birt’s 
memoir has extended, which could not be ~ 
divided with propriety, and partly from the 
influx of other valuable matter. It may be 
added that the kindness of friends who com- 
municate intelligeuce, or papers intended for 
immediate use, would be enhanced, and their 
own wishes respecting them facilitated, by 
their transmitting their favours as early in 
the month as possible. The Magazine is. not _ 
printed any earlier than is necessary toafford 
time for its being executed properly, yet 
each of the former numbers of this volume 
were in the press, before the arrival of some _ 
papers for which immediate insertion was se- ; 
quested. a 


Our readers will learn with pleasure, that 
the General Body of the Protestant Dissent- 
ing Ministers of the Three Denominations in 
London, have at a special meeting held for _ 
the purpose, passed a series of resolutions — 
expressive of their sympathy with the perse- _ 
cuted dissenters of Holland, and their desire 
that the day may speedily arrive when the — 
sacred rights of conscience shall be respected 
throughout Europe. 


The Baptist church at Oxford has obtain- 
ed, as pastor, the Rev. Benjamin Godwin ; 
that at Bromsgrove, the Rev. John Blake- — 
man, late of Evesham; that at Haverford 
West, the Rey. T. Davis, late of Evesham ; 


Worcester; and that 
e Rev. Washington Wake, late 


Lewes, t 


_ We are ~ informed that the Rep W. 
Garner will relinquish his charge at St. 


is at present open to invitations 
churches. : : 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


P.S. As the Treasurer's account for the year will close on the 31st Instant, it is 
necessary that all payments, intended to appear in the Appendix to the next Report, 


should be made in the course of the present month. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


CALCUTTA. 


Letier from Mr. C. C. Aratoon. 


Our readers must in general be fami- 
liar with the exertions of our Armenian 
_ brother Mr. C. C. Aratoon (commonly 
ealled Mr. Carapiet), who has laboured 
for several years in the service of the So- 
ciety at Calcutta. Two letters written 
by him to Mr. Pearce in June and July 
last having been seen by some friends in 
this country, they have been pleased 
with the simplicity and piety which they 
exhibit, and have requested their inser- 
tion, in whole or in part, in the Herald. 
Agreeably to their wishes we have se- 
lected the following extracts, which we 
think will be perused with interest. 
While the sentiments of the writer have 
been, in all cases, scrupulously retained, 
it has been found necessary to make 
some slight alterations in the language. 
It will excite no surprise that Mr. C.’s 
knowledge of our language should be 
imperfect, when it is considered with 
how many others he is equally familiar ; 
for besides his intimate acquaintance 
with Armenian,Bengali, and Hindustani, 
he speaks also Arabic, Portuguese, and 
Gujarathi. ; 
n the following extracts the reader 
cannot fail to notice the anxiety felt by 
the writer for the spiritual good of his 
countrymen. Like the great apostle of 
the Gentiles, though employed among 
_ the heathen, he still feels an intense de- 


“kinsmen according to the flesh.”. For 
‘their use he is preparing a vernacular 


sh he is now nearly sixty years of 
e entertains with delight the inten- 
tion (if permitted by the Society) of 
siting his countrymen, not only in Ar- 
nenia, but in all the other countries in 


thou 
age, 


sire for the salvation of his brethren, his 
yersion of the New Testament ; and al- | 


and immediately sent the enclosed 


which they are scattered. Accustomed 
as he has been to travelling great dis- 
tances, possessing peculiar habits of ob- 
servation, and deeply anxious for the 
promotion of the gospel among his coun- 
trymen, we doubt not, if circnmstances 
should permit his journey, that it will 
elicit much valuable information respect- 
ing the Armenians, and, under the Di- 
vine blessing, be the means of extensive 
usefulness among them. 


Since you left us our dear brother Mun- 
shi (Sujaatali) has written you two letters, 
the first of which he kindly showed me, and 
I was quite pleased to see that he had done 
so well. His writing you has made me keep 
silence till this day. You have also many 
letters from our dear brethren, so there re- 
mains nothing for me to write; I only notice 
the little things that perhaps escaped their 
pen. Some of these I have tried to write 
and make up a letter for you; as follows. 

Please to inform the Religious Tract So- 
ciety in London, that here we want fine 
Hebrew and Greek tracts; also English 
tracts on Secret Prayer, against going to the 
Theatre, against Gaming, and against taking 
and giving Bribes. We want alsoan affection- 
ate and evangelical addressto disobedient and 
prodigal children ; and also a polite and very 
respectful address to the children of Britain, 
some of them high in rank, who have left their 
wives in England, and now live with a Hindu 
ora Mussulman woman, and sometimes more 
than one, to show them how wrong they are. 
These tracts, and many like them, please to 
ask them to send out ; but above alllet Ro-— 
man Catholics be not forgotten. The Tract 


Society ought to send out as many pee ee! 


| of English tracts of various kinds agains ; 


popery as they can. I beg you not to forget 
my humble requests. The Lord of the har- 
vest will reward you for your labours of love, 
which you know will not be in vain in theLord. 
Your very affectionate letter, dated Feb. 
18th, I received with much joy on ee 25th, 
letter to 
Munshi that he might soon — 
. They all 
ae 


our dear broth 
see and inform the other brethren 


= 
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gladly heard it, and promised to prepare a 
reply, which I hope I shall soon get. 

Our dear brother Mr. Thomas to my great 
joy has commenced reprinting with marginal 
references the modern Armenian New Tes- | 
tament, which, without references, was be- 
fore printed in Russia in 1834, I thank my 
Lord Jesus for what my eyes see about the 
printing of this work. Mr. Thomas has al- 
ready got a small sum of money towards it; 
but for printing, paper, binding, &e. 500 or 
7150 copies he wants a larger amount. If | 
you can kindly speak to our dear friend Mr. 
P. on the subject, and remind him of what 
‘Mr. T. has written to him, I doubt not he 
will kindly assist. Come, my dear Mr. P., 
try your best, and see if you will not suc- 
ceed. I have sent you a copy of the Arme- 
nian census, that you may have a clear view | 
of the number of Armenians in Calcutta 
only, and may think how important it is that 
an edition of the Testament, with marginal 
references should be printed for their use, 
and for the use of other Armenians residing 
all over India. 

I thank you for your kind half and con- 
ditional promise (or, in other words, no pro- 
mise)* about my going to visit my country- 
men. I look up to Him who is the Lord of | 
all: He will do what is good and right. If 
you will think and speak to our Society 
about my going to Armenia, &c., I will thank | 
you ; if you do not speak, I shall be sorry, 
but will not murmur. If our Society will 
hear you, and let me leave Bengal for a sea- 
son, they will do great good; if not, let the 
will of the Lord be done, Amen. 

I trust the Lord will bless your endea- 
vours for your health, and that within a year 
both you and Mrs. Pearce will, by the bless- 
ing of the Lord, be restored to perfect health. 
You can then again come here to run the 
race which is set before you ; and if you yet 
wish to do some good to my dear and help- 
less nation, and bring with you some other 
brethren, you may speak to our Society a 
few words about me, and say, they will never 
be sorry if-they allow me to visit all my 
countrymen, beginning from [India to Persia, 
and thence to Georgia, and Armenia, and 
Palestine, and Turkey in Europe, and Rus- 
sia; and if it please the Lord to prolong my 
life. and if our Society wish, I can, with the 
blessing of the Lord, go and see them, and 
tell them what I have seen and what I have 
done by the grace of Jesus; and then, if the 
Lord will that yet I live, I will again come 
and see my beloved brethren in India, and 
my dear wife and my poor children. O when 

* The writer refers to a promise which Mr. 
Pearce made him when leaving Bengal, that if he 
could secure the aid of four or five additional mis- { 
sionaries for labour in Calcutta, he would request 
the committee to allow Mr. Carapiet to leave his | 


duties there, and visit his coustrymen as he 
wished, 


will they be converted! I am not discou- 
raged with my work here, nor do I wish to 
run away from this field of labour, but I see 
that the Lord raised me up and brought me 
out of my nation, and yet I have not done so 


| much for my own countrymen as for others. 


He has mercifully blessed me with such a 
great knowledge of the modern Armenian 
language, and of the national manners, and 
customs, and religion of my countrymen, yet 


| with this, comparatively, I have done no- 


thing. The Giver of all these good things 
did not give me them for nothing—He gave 
them that I might use them among my na- 
tion. Respecting this, may the Lord’s will 
be done, Amen, and Amen. 

My dear brother, do not forget to collect 
about £500 for building a fine brick chapel 
in the neighbourhood of Bara Bazar. Other 
Societies’ missionaries have occupied some 
good situations, and built chapels there for 
preaching, but this part is also very good in- 
deed for attendance, and yet no one has built 
any chapel there. I beg you, therefore, not to 
forget on this subject. You cannot get any 
vacant ground there ; you must purchase an 
old house, you must then pull down or alter 
the building, and make a fine Baptist chapel 
among such a great native population. 

My dear Mr. P. I doubt not that you will 
try to bring as many missionaries as you can, 
but besides these we want some others. My 
humble advice is, if you think proper, that 
you exhort good people, such as mechanics 
or others, to come here; they can honestly 
support themselves, and yet do much good 
in this country. They may show a good 


example to their worldly countrymen, by ” 


observing the Sabbath, &c., and can preach 
the gospel of Christ by their holy life and 
conversation to as many workmen and 
servants as they may employ. It is true 
we have a few missionary brethren who 
support themselves~and preach the gospel, 
but we want more of this kind of people. 
As the walls of Jerusalem were built by all 
hands, so, my dear sir, we want in the cause 
of the blessed Jesus that every hand be em- 
ployed. The sons and daughters of Britain 
do now give their money to Bible, Mission- 
ary, and Tract Societies. 


PAA 
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My dear Sir, I hope you will stay in Eng- 
land good twelve calendar months, and not 
less nor more; but you must take good care, 
and not live there like our dear Mr. Duff, 
who went there for the benefit of his health, 
and yet he is doing so much for his society, 
by which he seems to forget his own life and 
health. I humbly beg leave to remind you 
to take care. Do not run your race in Eng- 
land ; here is a field large enough for you to 
run. Ifyou have not yet forgotten that the 
harvest in Bengal is truly plenteous, but the 
labourers very: few, then take care of your- 
self, and your very dear Mrs. Pearce. 

Please to present my humble respects to 
your dear Mrs. Pearce, and our dear Mr. 
Eustace Carey ; also to our dear missionary 
brethren, Rev. H. Townley and Rey. A. 
Duff, If you see them, tell them both from 
me, “India requires your immediate pre- 
sence.” Iam happy to inform you that all 
our dear missionary brethren are quite well, 
and active in their respective stations and 
departments; and when, if it please God, 
you come back with good healthand strength, 
and zeal, and fresh vigour, and see them, 
and what has been done by them, you will 
be quite pleased. 

Our dear brother Munshi and all the na- 
' tive brethren, are quite well. He is just as 
you left him, i. e. faithful, sincere, zealous, 
and active, nothing less. May the Lord 
bless him with good health and long life, and 
with still more of the spirit of prayer. 

Before you leave England, I hope your 
dear Mrs. P. will form friendship with some 

-missionary-spirited ladies as well as you with 
their husbands. In this manner you will 
' try to get five or six missionaries with their 
wives for Calcutta, to come out before you 
leave England, or-to come with you in the 
same vessel. 

At present, besides my preaching in the 
mative chapel and public streets of Cal- 
cutta, and attending to the duties of the na- 
tive church, I am correcting for press the 
first form of Matthew’s Gospel in modern 
Armenian. I beg you to pray for me to the 
Lord that I may be counted worthy to see 
the whole of the New Testament printed at 

‘our Baptist Mission press, and circulated 
here and elsewhere among my countrymen. 


PATNA. 


- From Mr, Beddy to the Secretary, 
dated, Patna, 14th of June, 1837. 


The principal cause of my having delayed 


‘writing so long was a severe and long fit of 
illness, from which I am now recovering. 


In last March I began to feel symptoms’ 


which led me to suppose something was the 
matter, to remedy which I took medicine, 


and not finding relief I applied to the doc- , frontiers, 


tor, who recommended my going away for a 
while, which I did not feel disposed to do. 
In April I was laid up with a severe attack 
of bilious fever, which continued about 
eighteen or twenty days. After which, I 
began, through the mercy of the Lord, to 
amend, but very slowly. By that time, al- 
though a strong man, I was so reduced as 
not to be able to stand or walk without as- 
sistance. I have every reason to be thank- 
ful to the Lord for his great merey and 
goodness to me in sparing my life, and per- 
mitting me again, though in weakness as-yet, 
to attend to my usual duties. In last No- 
vember, at Mr. Start’s request, I accompa- 
nied him to Monghyr on his way down to Cal- 
cutta, in his progress to England. There we 
parted, the Lord only knows, whether ever 
to meet in this life or not, His design in 
going home, I havealready mentioned to you. 
I remained some days with brother Leslie, 
after which he accompanied me about thirty 
miles on my return home. 

It is with regret that I have nothing to 
communicate of a cheering nature; all things 
go on as usual; our services are variously 
attended; sometimes I haye people who 
seem desirous of hearing and keeping the 
truth, and thus my expectations are, for a 
while, raised, but the real state of the people 
is awfully wicked, depraved, ignorant. and 
unconcerned, Those that are members of the 
church, with the exception of Roopdas, con- 
tinue to follow the Lord, I hope sincerely— 
he, poor man, has been excluded, after a 
long trial and much labour to awaken him 
and bring him round, which has proved in 
vain. Indeed it isa question with myself 
and others whether he ever was a converted 
man or not, but of this there can be no 
doubt, that if he ever was alive, he has been 
for-years dead. My principal cause for ex- 
cluding him was his absenting himself from 
the church meetings and the Lord’s table. 
Since he was excluded I have never seen 
him, he never comes near me, and during all 
my illness never once came to ask how I 
was. 

The native woman of whom I gave you 
an account is still with us, and although I 
have not baptized her, I do believe her a true 
child of God; her temper is rather bad, but 
I think she has overcome it a good deal, and 
hope soon to be enabled to give you an ac- 
count of her baptism; the natives in the 
church, I hope, are growing, especially the 
young women. ; 

My family are, through great mercy, en- 
joying good health. Mrs, Beddy was con- 
fined last January 11th, of a little boy, 
whom we have named Edwin, both well. 
This has been, and continues to be, a most 
trying as well as sicklyseason. The plague is 
said to havebeen raging on the north-western 
and the eholera morbus throughout 


the whole country. Thousands have died in | 


different cities and large towns. The hot 
winds have been blowing most severely 
since last Mareh, and we have had only one 
shower of rain since last September. Tanks 
and wells are drying up in all directions, and 
in Chittagong such is the state of things that 
the people were buying water. 

Brother Lawrence and his dear family 
were well when IJ last heard from them a few 
days ago. I have not been to see him since 
my illness, owing chiefly to the state of the 
weather, but while ill, and since my recovery, 
I have frequently had the pleasure of.a visit 
from him. Brother Leslie has been ill, but 


thanks be to the Lord he is well again. I | 


heard from him lately. 


SAMARANG. 


From Rev. G. Bruckner to the Secre- | 


tary, dated Samarang, June 1, 1837: 


My dear Brother in the Lord, 

Your letter dated 13th September reached 
me the 26th May. I was glad to hear from 
you once more. . I trust another letter of 
mine has been received by you by this time, 
During this rainy season I have been much 
kept at home, as my debilitated constitution 
cannot bear the moisture and rain so well as 
it did formerly. We have had inundations 
several times during this season, by which 
all the compounds around were under water, 
by which a considerable quantity of mud is 
carried down, and which afterwards lies ex- 
posed to the heat of the sun. When the 
weather clears up, this produces insects and 
a bad exhalation. It is still a secret to me 
how the natives in the compounds around 
the town can live at all under such circum- 
stances, indeed I am convinced that they 
die off very fast, and were their places not 
again filled by people from the country, 
many empty places would soon be visible. 
A narrowness of my chest accompanied with 
a considerable pain in my left side, has also 
emer e Sabie my speaking much to 
the natives; yet with all this I have much 
reason to bless the Lord that I have not 
been laid entirely aside. In the mean time 


I have revised the book of Genesis, with | 


some reflections to most of the chapters, 
which I hope to get printed for the use of 
the natives, when my friend Medhurst comes 
out again. I have also received about three 
thousand Chinese tracts from Mr. Gutzlaff, 
for distribution among the Chinese here. 
These books are various, but all bearing on 
the Gospel ; a great number of them contain 
upwards of a hundred pages. Of these tracts 


' there remain now only a few hundreds with 


me. 
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all the country. They are living in every 
native town of any extent. A Chinese mis- 
sionary might find sufficient work here. I 
cannot speak their language, and have, 
therefore, merely been the mute instrument 
to bring these books amongst them; they 
have hitherto been well received by them, 
although the eagerness for them has abated 
a great deal of late. They have discovered 
sufficiently from their contents, that the doc- 
trines contained in them do not agree with 
their worldly mindedness, which prompts 
them merely to strive after the gain of mo- 
ney and enjoyment. Some of them speak a 
little Malay, so I can sometimes drop a word 
to one and another in this language. By 
this means the name of Jesus has become 
known to them. Lately when I came with 
a packet of tracts in one of their streets, 
many came to ask for them. I heard one 
say, “ Inée surat dart Intchi Yaso,” these are 
books of the Lord Jesus. The books are ge- 


| nerally said by them to be good, and thus 


these writings approve themselves to their 
judgment. Who can tell whether the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit may not aceompany them 


| here and there, though this may not be visi- 


ble to us? That the Lord is working with 
these pamphlets appears from an instance 
which I met with about three or four months 
ago in a young Javanese, who came among 
the market people from a distance of about 
seventy miles. He had seen some Javanese 
tracts and came to ask for more. I asked 
him whether these books were read in his 
neighbourhood, and what people thought of 
them? He said, “ Certainly they are read, 
and when we read them we can only weep 
over them.” 
but cannot exactly now remember what I 
said at that time. In the compounds herea- 
bout I do not meet with much encourage- 
ment in my work; it is true some are friend- 
ly and listen sometimes for a few minutes te 
my discourse; others with whom I have 
often spoken much on the ‘ one thing need- 
ful,’ seem to have forgotten it all when I 
come at another time; others who lent.in the 
beginning an open ear, have become more 
rigid Mussulmans-than they were before, and 
do not like to hear much of Jesus. 

[ am making up a parcel of New Testa- 
ments and of the various tracts which have 
been printed in the Javanese language; of 
the latter I can only get one complete set 
together, because several of them are so 
far distributed, that there remains only one 


I spoke a little farther to him, ~ 


single copy with me for the purpose of re-— 


printing it. 


Of those numbers of which I — 
have left some, I have put two of eachin the _ 


| parcel, As you will ive from thi a 
The Chinese are here about very nu- | = 4 Sean onthenh ak toe 


: ers whichI have written on them, that ten — 
merous. Their town here at Samarang con- | different ones have been published, and al-— 
tains about four thousand souls ; besides this | together 32,000. At least 29,000 have been” 
they are scattered in small communities over | circulated. j ad 


-isles of the sea shall see his glory. 
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The general cry of the Europeans here is, 
“ Let the natives remain what they always 
have been.” 
the same, if not worse, circumstances with 
our mission, than our brethren were in just 
thirty years ago in Bengal. I trust, how- 
ever, as it pleased the Lord to let light shine 
out of darkness there, he will do the same 
in his due time even this country, for the 
I trust 
also that He will enable me to persevere to 
the end, even if I should not be permitted 
to see any fruit of my labour, knowing that 
what I do for the sake of his name will not 
be lost. 

The British Religious Tract Society has 
sent again seventy-two reams of paper to 
Batavia for the printing of native tracts; se- 
veral months ago thirty-two reams arrived, 
which have been expended. I have al- 
ways got a part of that paper which that So- 
ciety has sent, to print my tracts with, except 
the tract No. 10, this was entirely printed 
on other paper, and the printing expenses 
were defrayed solely from the profits of my 
Javanese grammar. 1000 copies of it have 
been entirely distributed gratuitously, for no 
one could ever expect to get a farthing for 
such things from the poor natives. I have 
written to the Bible Society in England for 
a certain number of Dutch Bibles. But I 
must request you to be so kind as to make 
inquiry whether these books have already 
been sent; if they are not yet sent, please to 
request that ten or fifteen German New Tes- 
taments might be added to the former num- 
ber, that I may have something for the Ger- 
man soldiers here. Since I wrote you last, 
several more American missionaries are ar- 
rived at Batavia, some, I understand, with 
an intention to remain in this island. My 
heart has been gladdened by this event, as 
it indicates as if the Lord intended good for 
this poor nation. A number of German 
missionaries from the Rhine Society has 
also come to these isles; three of them are 
lately gone to the island of Borneo, to 
establish a mission there among the 
Dayaks, who seem to be desirous to be in- 
structed in the word of God. One of these 
missionaries wrote me lately from Borneo, 
saying that he and his brethren had not yet 
been able to penetrate into the midst of that 
nation, but had established themselves on 
the shore, where they, however, found some 
of that nation to teach them. One of the 
Dayaks had made a profession of faith in 
Christ. I think I have mentioned all in 
this letter which can be interesting to you. 
And now I pray that I may always have a 
share in your prayers, and in the continuance 


of your brotherly affection. 


Your affectionate brother, 
G BRUCKNER. 


We are indeed now here in | 
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JAMAICA. 


We are gratified to state that Mr. Tin- 
son, who had been under the necessity 
of leaving the island for a season on ac- 
count of illness, returned from New York 
in the month of November. His trip to 
America had been very beneficial to his 
health. He made the homeward pas- 
sage in twelve days, and found his family 
well ; mercies for which he expresses his 
gratitude to the great Preserver of men. 

In reference to native agency, Mr. T. 
remarks :— 


The subject has occupied much of our at- 
tention. We are willing and anxious to 
employ it; but if we have it not, what is to 
be done? And who but the missionaries 
and the churches under their care, are to 
judge of the fitness of our members for mis- 
sionary labour ? 

Let it be remembered, that we have na- 
tive help. We have three deacons in Ha- 
nover Street, either of whom can exhort and 
conduct a prayer-meeting acceptably. Each 
of them has long done this; and, during my 
absence, not only on a week evening but on 
a Sabbath, when there has been no minister. 
They have supplied Yallahs altogether, and 
both churches have been kept in peace. 
Their expenses are paid (about eight dollars) 
when they go to Yallahs, and that is all 
they expect; by this means an important 
station is kept at work, without expense to 
the Society. 

I am just returned from Yallahs. Up- 
wards of two months’ wet weather, and nine 
or ten weeks’ illness of the master-carpen- 
ter, has delayed the completion of the school- 
house, but now the weather is fine, and the 
carpenter is well, and he and his hands are 
at work, and before you receive this I hope 
‘to have the school in operation. 


STEWART TOWN. : 


Mr. Dexter, the zealous and success- 
ful missionary at this station, is one of 
the brethren referred to in our last Num- 
ber, as having been laid aside by illness. 
We have just received aletter from him, 
and we are persuaded that its contents 
will be found so interesting as that none 
will complain of its length. 

He addresses the Secretary from Stew~ 
art Town, December (day not speci- 
fied) : 

You will doubtless have heard, some 
time before this reaches you, that, in com- 
mon with several others of my brethren, I 
have been suffering severely from affliction. 
But for this I should, ere now, have given 
you some account of the stations under my 
care. I had, till this season, been merci- 
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fully preserved from the fevers of the coun- 
try, but have now, as is generally the case 
_ with those who are attacked by them for the 
first time during the fourth year of their re- 
sidence, been brought exceedingly low. 
Blessed be our heavenly Father that I can 
say, “ When I was brought low he helped 
me.” For some weeks before I was con- 
fined to my bed, I had been troubled with 
diarrhea, and directly the fever left me this 
returned as violently as ever. 1 was thus 
kept in a very debilitated state for a long 
time, having been absent from my people 
for eight weeks; and though I am now in 
mercy restored to them, and to my labours, 
I am still suffering severely from the same 
disorder. The greatest kindness was shown 
to me during the time both by our own peo- 
ple and others from whom I could not have 
expected it. One gentleman, an attorney 
for several estates in the neighbourhood, 
having been told of my illness, and that a 
change was absolutely necessary, while our 
nearest stations were so far distant that I 
could not bear the journey, kindly came and 
insisted on my removing to the great. house 
on one of the properties, and remaining 
there as long as might be necessary. The 
overseers on this and the two adjoining es- 
tates, could not have treated me more kindly 
if they had been my most intimate friends : 
while the apprentices, the majority of whom 
are connected with us as members or in- 
quirers, vied with each other in ‘ doing what 
they could for minister.” Itis a fact worthy 
of being known, that, though there are, in 
round numbers, about 700 people on these 
estates, there have not been more than four 
or five punishments inflicted since the com- 
mencement of the apprenticeship, while 
overseers and labourers express themselves 
mutually pleased with each other. While 
I write this, I cannot help thinking, “ O si 
sic omnes.” The disclosures, however, which 
have recently been made by the publishing 
of Williams’s pamphlet, and the investiga- 
tion which has since taken place as to its 
authenticity, have done much good in this 
neighbourhood, as they haye convinced the 
planters that if they will exercise their cru- 
elties they must do so at the risk of being 
exposed and punished, We may be blamed 
by good men for interfering in this matter, 
but while the curse of God stands on record 
upon those who see their brethren ready to 
“perish without attempting their deliverance, 
we can afford to bear the lesser evil, even 
if it be only to avoid the greater. 
' In the church at Rio Bueno there has been 
‘much to humble us. During the past year 
eleven have been excluded ; four have with- 
‘drawn; two because they could not give up 
their right in their fellow-creatures, and two 
_ without assigning any reason. The former 
still attend with us, the latter have gone 
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over to the Established Church. Six have 
been dismissed by letter to other churches, 
and six have died, I trust, in the Lord. You 
will feel with me that this is a dark part of 
our picture, but I would rather it should be 
seen, so that the Committee may be able to 
judge fairly respecting these stations. Blessed 
be God, however, we have a brighter side, 
though perhaps not so bright as in some 
other churches. There have been eighteen 
baptized, and twenty more would have been 
admitted by this ordinance but for my ill- 
ness. One has been received by letter, and 
several have been restored. Among the 
deaths, too, two or three have been of the 
most triumphant kind. In one of these 
cases, that of a free person of colour, and 
one of our most intelligent members. I 
visited her two or three times on the day of 
her death, and was much cheered by what I 
saw and heard. Her expressions of deep 
self-abasement, of ardent love to the Re- 
deemer, of unshaken confidence in him, and, 
consequently, of triumph over the last ene- 
my, were such as I had never heard from 
any one, either in England or Jamaica. If 
the friends in England could have been pre- 
sent, they would have felt with me that this 
alone was a sufficient reeompence for all the 
sums which have been expended on the 
mission. Another case was that of an es- 
tates’ negro, whom, from the distance at 
which he lived, I had not an opportunity of 
seeing. On the day before his death he told 
his wife that he had been in great darkness 
and distress, ‘* but,” said he, “it is all over 
now, and my soul is as peaceful asa lamb.” 
Fearing, from the manner in which he 
expressed himself, that he was trusting to 
some dream or fancied vision, she warned 
him against all such vain confidences, when 
he replied that she was mistaken, he had 
not fixed his hopes on anything of the kind. 
“But,” said he, ‘* O how great is God's for- 
giveness ! how different it ts from man’s for- 
giveness! When man says he forgives you, 
he keeps something back against you in his 
mind ; but when God forgives, he forgives 
altogether, Presently afterwards he said to 
his wife, ‘Well, Betsy, my wing is flapped !” 
She asked, “ Do you mean that you are going 
to fly?” ‘ Yes,” he replied, ‘‘ Lam going to 
Sly, my wing is flapped.” She asked again, 
“And do you think that you have faith to 
fly?” “ Yes,” he exclaimed, summoning up 
all his remaining strength, ‘I bless God that 
through my Lord Jesus I have faith.’ He 
spoke no more, but, in a very few minutes 
his spirit took its anticipated flight into the 


presence of that Saviour in whom he trusted. —_ 


I went.the next day about eleven miles to 
bury him, and was much gratified by hearing — 
as overseer and 

im’an excellent character for dili ne 
faithfulness. pacar ¢ 


doctor for the property give 


- of their last moments. 


MISSIONARY HERALD? 


But to return to Rio Bueno; our con- 
gregation keeps up: the Sunday-school 
is flourishing, having an attendance of 
from 150 to 200 children; and we have 
lately commenced a day-school, having en- 
gaged a member of Mr. Knibb’s church who 
had learned the British system at Falmouth. 
There are at present about 50 on the books, 
but we expect that that number will be con- 
siderably increased after Christmas. The 
master is employed on alternate Sabbaths in 
reading a sermon, and otherwise conducting 
the services while I am at Stewart Town. 
While speaking of this church, I may remark 
that our most intelligent member, and the 
one who knows most of his Bible, is a blind 
young man. Having been frequently struck 
with the aptness and correctness of his 
scriptural quotations in prayer and conver- 
sation, I asked him how he acquired this 
knowledge? He told me that he kept a lit- 
tle boy, who could read pretty well, to lead 
him about; and that when they were at 
home he employed him in reading, frequent- 
ly for hours together ; ‘‘and,” said he, ‘‘ mi- 
nister, when I have heard words two or 
three times over, I can generally recollect 
them.” ‘If he had one of the Bibles for the 
blind, I think he would soon learn to read 
it. I have therefore told him that I would 
mention his case to you, and you would 
perhaps find some way of getting one for 
him. He is an apprentice, and has nothing 
to depend upon, or I sheuld have felt it was 
duty to buyone. We have, as yet, no house 
on the mission property here, and were I, 
by any means, to be obliged to leave that 
which I at present rent, I believe it would 
be impossible to get another in the place. 
It becomes, therefore, important to erect a 
small one, and it will be begun as soon as 
possible. ze: 

At Stewart Town we have lost several 
members by death, some of whom died very 
happily; though I have no detailed account 
There have been 


_ three excluded and 39 added, and I expect 


Pres) |e 
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to baptize about 30 more as soon as my 
strength will permit. The congregation here 
continues too large for the chapel; the Sun- 
day-school is about equal to that at Rio 
Bueno, and a day-school has just been com- 
menced with about 45 scholars. Here, as 
at Rio Bueno, there will probably be a con- 
siderable increase directly after Christmas. 
The young man whom I have engaged for 
this school, is about to join the church under 
very interesting circumstances. He is the 
son of very respectable parents, contrary to 
whose wishes he left England in a man-of- 
war, when only about fifteen years of age. 
On the vessel arriving at Jamaica, he was 
discharged at Montego Bay, and shortly af- 
ter became clerk to a store-keeper at Stew- 
art Town. After remaining with him some 
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time, they disagreed; and he began selling 
goods here on his own account. Till this 
time, though he had been kept, in a great 
measure, from the prevailing sins of the 
country, he had seldom been to a place of 
worship, and, even when he did go, it was 
only with a view to ridicule what he heard. 
He at first began to attend occasionally, 
then more constantly, and frequently, as I 
thought, evincing symptoms of concern. I 
did not, however, say anything to him till 
he one day came to me in the chapel, and, 
in an interesting and affecting manner, 
opened the state of his mind. It appears 
that, while conversing with some of our 
people, who, to use his own language, had 
enjoyed far less advantages of education 
than himself, he was struck with the greater 
degree of religious knowledge, especially the 
knowledge of the Bible, which they possess- 
ed, and with the ease with which they si- 
lenced his objections. This led him to think 
that if they were right he had grossly neg- 
lected his privileges, and he determined to 
search the Scriptures for himself whether 
these things were so. By doing so and at- 
tending on the ministry of the word, he had 
become fully convinced of his need of an 
interest in Christ, and had therefore come 
to me for advice. I gave him such as I 
thought suitable, and, having with much 
pleasure observed his conduct and apparent 
growth in grace and knowledge, I proposed 
to him to take the school in connexion with 
his shop. Though the salary which I could 
offer him was much less than he could have 
obtained in some other employments he 
readily consented, went to Falmouth to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the system, and then 
commenced the school. He has since given 
up all thoughts of secular business, that he 
may devote the whole of his time to the 
pursuit of spiritual knowledge. What may 
be the design of God regarding him, I know 
not, but I feel it my duty to assist him by. 
imparting to him whatever ofsuch knowledge 
I may possess, and trust that he who has 
given him the desire for it, will teach him 
so to employ it as shall be most for the good 
of his cause. He will be baptized ey 
together with the young person who was the 
means of first leading him to think seriously 
on the concerns of his soul. He will be 
employed, on alternate Sabbaths, in thesame 
way as the schoolmaster at Rio Bueno. 
I have not yet been able to make any col- 
lection for the Society, owing to my illness, 
but I mentioned it to the people last Sab- 
bath, and they expressed their readiness to 
do what they can, as I have no doubt they 
will at Rio Bueno. The effort will be made 


directly after Christmas; 1 cannot say, with 


Brother Burchell, that it will not interfere 
with our regular receipts, I believe it will ; 
though not perhaps to the amount of what 
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will be raised for this specific object. The 
next year, however, will show. I will en- 


deayour to send my yearly statement of re- 
ceipts and expenditure as early in the new 
year as possible, though it may perhaps not 
be till after the meeting of the Association. 
Mrs. Dexter and the children (for we have 
had another since I gave you any detail of | 
family affairs) are pretty well. 1 have put 
off, from time to time, the enlargement of 
our house, but our increasing family renders 
it absolutely necessary. It is the smallest 


house I have seen at any of our stations, 
the whole of our dwelling being only equi- 
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valent to one floor of fourteen feet and a half 
by thirty-three feet. The schoolmaster also 
is at present forced to reside with us, there 
being no house to let in the town. From 
this you may easily judge how we are cir- 
cumstanced in case of sickness, or a call 
from a-brother missionary. I had forgotten 
to say that the only member of Stewart Town 
church who had any apprentices gave them 
their freedom on the Ist uf August. She is 
a poor black woman, and had nothing else 
to depend upon. They were four in num- 
ber. Both the churches are now free from 
the stain. 
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STEFHEN Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islingtun; the Messrs. MiLuarp, Bishopsgate 
Street ; Sanpers, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank 
Buildings; Burts & Co., Lothbury ; by the Rev. C. ANprrson, Bdinburch; the Rev. Mr. 
inves, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 1, Rathmines-road, Dublin ; by Mr. 
J. Hopxrys, Bull Street, Birmingham ; by Mr. J. H. Arzen, Norwich; and by any Baptist 


Minister, in any of our principal towns, 


WE have great pleasure in announcing, that Messrs. Hinton and Stovel are en- 
gaged for a preaching tour for a month in Ireland, durin § the approaching summer. 


The following articles have been received from Mr. 


land on behalf of the Society. 


avis, who is now in Scot- 


Glad shall we be if his appeal, together with the instance of liberality he re- 
cords, shall awaken the attention of our friends to a society which, however good, 
and however encouraged, is still in arrears, to an amount awakening considerable 


anxiety. 


DELIGHTFUL LIBERALITY ! A meeting was 
held pursuant to advertisement, Jan. 2, at the 
Rev. H. Angus’s (Secession) chapel, Aber- 
deen, for the Baptist Irish Society. The 
Rey. J. Brown, the respected minister of St. 
Paul’s (Episcopal) chapel, was in the chair. 
The rev. principal of Marischa) college (Dr. De- 
war) constituted the meeting by prayer ; after 
which, in addition to the details of the Rev. 
Stephen Davis, agent of the Society, the 
meeting was addressed in animated speeches 
by the chairman and Dr. Dewar, and the Rey. 
Messrs. Becket (Relief), Kennedy (Indep.), 


Sedgwick (Seceder), and Souter and Stalker 


(Baptists), On the following day, after the 
weekly lecture at St. Paul’s, Mr. Brown col- 
lected himself for the Society, with a plate at 
the door, as the congregation retired! The 
collections, including those by Mr. Davis on 
the preceding  Lord’s day, amounted to 
£28 14s. 5d. This is surely an example 
that is worthy to be recorded and imitated. 


The rose and the thistle, from jealousy free, 
Shall raise up the shamrock to equal degree ; 
While Christians of every persuasion unite, 
To spread through Hibernia Christ’s perfect 
light, 
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IRELAND; ITS STATE AND NEEDS.. 


. What is the state of Ireland? is the uni- 
versal question to the writer, in his applica- 
tions through the country for the Baptist Irish 
Society. Notwithstanding the proximity of 
Ireland to Britain, and its union under the 
same government, it has been until recently 


almost an unknown country; but the act of 


union, the emancipation act, and the reform 


bill, in connexion with missionary exertions, 
have now brought it into particular notice ; 
and it is beginning to be felt, that to neglect 
Treland is te neglect ourselves, and to seek its 
good is to seek our own 4lso. 

This is as-itshould be ; and in proportion 
as we are properly impressed with the Chris- 
tian duty to love our neighbour as ourselves, 
Treland will receive from us the attention 
which is its just claim, No government can 
any longer neglect it; and while its political 
amelioration occupies the legislature, Chris- 
tians must also be aroused to seek its spiritual 
interest. While the distant heathen, who are 
simply united to us as portions of the human 
family, experience our benevolent regard, our 
fellow-subjects in Ireland, who are daily be- 
coming more incorporated with ourselves, de-~ 
mand from us a four-fold regard, in proportion 
as they haye hitherto been most criminally 
neglected. While we have been singing, ‘‘the 
lines are fallen to us in pleasant places,” the 
harp of Ireland has been too long complaining 
in solitude, “No man careth for our souls,” 

It is true, that from the period of the En- 
glish reformation, every successive govern- 
ment has been professedly engaged in pro- 
moting the reformation in Ireland, Multi- 
tudes of Protestant ministers (so called) have 
been fastened upon her impoverished re- 
sources ; but it was not to be expected that 
individuals who had no religion, and whose 
only object was party or family aggrandize- 
ment, would, except by accident, do any 
thing for the promotion of her true spiritual 
interest. If Ireland or the world is to be 
evangelized, it must be by Christians, simply 
through. the Christian doctrine, and in a 
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Christian spirit. Religion is of too refined a 
nature, for human enactniénts to direct its 
advancement, Christ’s kingdom is ‘‘ not of 
this world.” Like the sensitive plant, it re- 
cedes from the touch of politicians, and is 
polluted by their endeavours to advance its 
growth, ‘his has been incontestibly proved 
im the case of Freland: it was semi-pagan at 
the reformation ; and that it is the same, in 
a very great degree, at the present mo- 
ment, done who are properly acquainted with 
the country, can at all hesitate to acknow- 
ledge. 

A respectable clergyman of the established 
church has recently published the following 
very affecting representation of its condition, 
as the result of his own personal investiga- 
tion: “Its condition is a strange anomaly: 
united to Great Britain, its eight millions are 
our weakness rather than our strength! It 
deluges our cities with paupers, and yet re- 
mains full to overflowing. Although forming 
part of the wealthiest empire in the world, 
the mass’ of its inhabitants have scarcely the 
necessaries of life: notwithstanding the in- 
fluence of a large Protestant establishment, it 
remains, 300 years after the reformation, 
more papal than the north of Italy ; and, till 
within twenty years, almost as destitute of 
the Scriptures as Portugal or Spain. Sur- 
rounding barbarism tempts its aristocracy to 
emigrate ; civil discord drives out its thriving 
peasantry ; and starvation ejects its paupers : 
yet their numbers and their miseries continue 
to multiply. The government can get from 
them scarcely any revenue; clergymen have 
Tost their tithes, and proprietors tremble for 
their rents, because the occupiers of the soil 
have scarcely food and clothing. This wide- 
spread penury, in a fertile land and favourable 
climate, with all the irritation that necessarily 
accompanies it, disturbs the island with intes- 
tine dissensions, leads to outrage after out- 
rage; perplexes successive governments; gives 
an unwholesome influence to agitators; and 
threatens the safety of the empire.’”’-—Noel’s 
Tour in Ireland in 1836. 

This isindeed a melancholy picture ; but 
after nearly twenty-two years intimate ac- 
quaintance with Ireland, the writer is com- 
pelled to acknowledge, ‘‘ this witness is true ;” 
nor is the statement at all exaggerated. Ireland, 
as a whole, is exactly in these melancholy cir- 
cumstances. It must not, however, be supposed 
that it is not without any prospect of a better 
day. The gospel, which (whatever politicians 
may attempt) is the grand catholicon for Ire- 
land’s woes, is at length becoming introduced 
into it with every prospect of advantage ; 


let its friends in Britain only suitably assist | 


its propagation,—the dawn of religious re- 
formation is opened over the whole country, 
through the blessing of God upon the various 
religious societies which have been instituted, 
to promote the knowledge of the holy Scrip- 
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tures ; and in no church has there been so 
great a regeneration! as in the national estab- 
lishment. 

Twenty years ago, a few isolated clergymen 
were preaching the gospel faithfully in their 
respective churches, amidst much contempt 
from their ecclesiastical brethren and supe- 
riors ; but now, one hundred or more clergy- 
men haye even thrown off their canonical 
shackles, and are going through the country, 
preaching, not episcopacy, but Christ cruci- 
fied, upon week-days, in meeting-houses, 
school-houses, &c., twice in the day, in places 
ten or twelve miles distant from each other ; 
nor can any dissenters be more laborious, and 
few probably are more spiritual in their 
preaching, or conversation from house to 
house, than these devoted men, Never will 
the writer forget the pleasure with which, for 
the first time, he heard an episcopalian rec- 
tor, without. gown or prayer-book, preaching 
with all faithfulness im his: echapel, in Clon- 
mel, te a crowded auditory, ‘‘ the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ.” He could not avoié 
detaining the assembly a few moments, when: 
the service was ended, to. express his gratifi- 
cation, and his assurance to the people, that 
his pulpit should always be open to such 
preaching, whatever might be the denomina~ 
tion to which the minister belonged. 

What Ireland wants pre-eminently is, the 
unadulterated gospel of Christ ;. and this the 
Baptist Irish Society, aceording to its limited 
means, is endeavouring to supply. We have’ 
been, and are looked down upon; and it has- 
repeatedly been said im effect, ‘‘ What do 
these feeble Jews? if a fox go up he will ever. 
break down their stone wall,” But God has: 
been with us, greatly beyond what our stated 
congregations indicate. One hundred thou- 
sand children and adults, who were previously. 
without the Bible, have, within the last 
twenty-three years, been taught to read the 
sacred volume in our schools :—immense por- 
tions of the holy volume have been committed 
to memory by our pupils. Several of our present 
school-masters and mistresses, and Scripture 
readers, and two of our ministers, were origi- 
nally poor Roman Catholic children, and are 
indebted to the society for their first acquaint- 
ance with the gospel. Multitudes of merely 
nominal Protestants throughout the country 
have heard the gospel faithfully dispensed by 
our ministers; and a large number of poor 
Roman Catholics have; had it introduced to 
their notice in their miserable dwellings, by 
our Scripture readers. Inquiry has been ex 
cited—the zeal of other denominations has 
been stimulated—their numbers have been 
increased—sinners, both old and young, of 
different religious persuasions, have been _ 
turned from Satan to God, and many. who. 
have gone to America, and some who are. 
preaching the gospel in England, were brought. 
to the knowledge of Christ by the instramen- 
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tality of our agents ; mor is there any depart- 
ment of our labours upon which the blessing 
of God has not visibly rested—the schools, 
readers, and ministers, have been mutually 
assisting each other; nor can either be now 
sacrificed, without injury to the rest. [It is, 
therefore, highly important that those whom 
God has blessed with property, should more 
assiduously assist our operations ; and that 
our exertions should be constantly remem- 
bered in the prayers of our brethren ; and if 
prayer and endeavour are properly united, 
we need not fear that our labours will be in 
vain. 

The writer has lately resigned Clonmel to 
another worthy minister; and has removed 
to London, by the appointment of the Com- 
imittee, that he may devote himself entirely 
to collecting funds, to enable the Society to 
carry forward its benevolent operations, Most 
thankful will he be to receive contributions at 
his residence, and also to visit those churches 
throughout the country, where his brethren 
take an interest in the spiritual reformation of 
Ireland, to collect at such times as it may be 
convenient for themselves to appoint ; and wher- 
ever, through previous engagements, he may 
be unable to go, the respected secretary (the 
Rev. S. Green, of Walworth) will cheerfully 
provide another minister in his room. It is 
particularly important for the churches to fix 
their own time, to prevent unprofitable jour- 
neys, and injury to our other societies. We 
had at the date of last report, May, 1837, 
ninety agents to support—and the Committee 
will gladly increase their number as means 
are afforded. Ireland has been hitherto much 
too greatly neglected; but it is hoped that 
henceforth our brethren will be particularly 
careful that this complaint shall not be justly 
attributable to themselves. Method and ener- 
gy are requisite to be combined with each 
other; and, with God’s blessing, the result 
will not fail to be gratifying to those who 
assist our endeavours, as well as to those who 
undertake the labour of prosecuting them. 


STEPHEN DAVIs. 


92, St. John Street Road, 
London. : 


- CorK.—In this city, where for many years 
a Baptist church has existed, it will be re- 
membered that the Committee has lately 
agreed to render assistance to what appeared 
to them a likely effort to revive the interests 
of religion among the people. 

Mr. Young, an excellent deacon of the 
church, under date of Dec. 25 last, writes 
the Secretary: ‘‘I have good reason to hope 
that Mr. Campbell will be successful in raising 


and establishing the Baptist cause in this long. 


dead and unproductive corner of the Lord’s 
vineyard, He unites considerable untiring 
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energy of character, with a good degree of 
zeal and piety, and preaching talents attract 
ing an attendance from without. We look 
for good not in our own strength; but if we 
make prayerful exertions, we have good reason 
to believe that the great Head of the church 
will afford us aid from on high, 

Mr. C, is unceasing in his efforts to forward 
the cause in which he is engaged; several 
improvements have been already made in the 
chapel, and we look forward to more, as we 
can procure the means. A meeting is to be 
held in a day or two at Clonmell, at which 
Mr. C., with most of your other agents, I 
believe, will attend, for conference on some 
joint means of promoting the object of your 
society in the south, TI sincerely hope that 
good may arise from it—perhaps the much 
more extensive appliance of your Society’s 
aid in this part of Ireland. 

Mr. Campbell himself writes under date 
Jan. 10 :—** In giving the Committee an ac- 
count of my labours and prospects in this 
important city, | am not able to boast of much 
success, ‘To the present, I have been very 
busy in making such improvements about the 
chapel, as the neglects of a very long period 
have rendered necessary. My little congre- 
gation increases, but by slow degrees. I 
preach twice on Lord’s days, and on Wed- 
nesday evening a lecture. We have a prayer- 
meeting on Friday evening. These are as 
well attended as, perhaps, I am warranted to 
expect, under the circumstances of the place. 
Our progress will be very slow; but I conf- 
dently hope we may succeed in raising it from 
its depressed condition to a level with its 
neighbours im this city. I earnestly beg your 
prayers. Fermoy, Bandon, Macroom, Yough- 
all, and other places lie before me; and I 
feel disposed to visit some one of them weekly. 


From CLONMELL, Messrs. Smith and Mul- 
larkey, under date of Dec. 2, write as fol- 
lows :-— 

Mr. Smith. 

Through the good hand of our God upon 
us, we are permitted to reach the close of 
‘a year’s engagement in this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard, and to report to your re- 
spected Committee that hitherto the Lord 
hath helped us, We are not permitted to 
take up the song of triumph, and to rejoice in 
conquest ; it is indeed a day of small things 
with us, and it may be our duty to wait long 
ere the set time to favour this hill of Zion” 
arrives. Your resources here were too long 
expended in strengthening other interests, to 
expect for some time to come any thing more 
than a bare occupancy of the ground ; and were 
it not that the time may arrive, and we know not 
how.soon, when the present. faithful defence 
of the truth in the established church may be 
exchanged for the cold formalities of a hire~ 
ling ministration,—if it were not for the ap- 
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orehension that such a change might open 
wide the door of extended usefulness to us, 
I should almost be prepared to recommend 
relinquishing the ground, But the present 
aspect of things says, I think, ‘‘ The vision 1s 
for an appointed time; though it tarry, wait 
for it.”” Our congregation continues about the 
same as at the last report; the services have 
been maintained regularly. I have requested 
Mr, Mullarky to extract from his journal, for 
your information, a few minutes of his daily 
engagements, with a summary of the number 
of families and individuals with whom he 
has read the Scriptures and conversed, during 
his residence with us. I hope he is sowing 
precious seed, that shall appear after many 
days; and that he is securing that knowledge 
of divine truth, enlargement of views, and 
general improvement in thought and expres- 
sion, that may fit him for more extended use- 
fulness. 

I do hope and pray that the Society’s trea- 
sury may be so replenished by the liberality 
of the Lord’s people, that you may be enabled 
to devise liberal things for your interest here, 
that by liberal things it may stand. 

Mr. Mullarky. 

According to your request, I have taken up 
my journal, to furnish you with a few ex- 
tracts; but finding so little deserving atten- 
tion, I am inclined to confine myself to saying, 
that since my arrival here on the 9th of Sept., 
I have been engaged in preparing the ground, 
and endeavouring to sow the seed, in humble 
reliance that the Lord will accompany his 
word preached in sincerity, but in much weak- 
ness, with the influence of his Spirit, and 
cause it to bring forth, in due time, much 
fruit to his own glory. In the discharge of 
the important duty which, as a poor sinner 
saved by grace, l owe to my fellow-creatures 
and my Redeemer, I have availed myself of 
a hundred and forty-one opportunities of pro- 
claiming salvation through Jesus Christ, to 
little companies varying from one to thirty 
individuals. I have endeavoured, from the 
commencement, to act upon your advice of 
directing my labours to those parts which were 
hitherto neglected, which is easily done, as 
the field is great, and the labourers few. 
When I came here first, I knew not where to 
go, in order to commence my work ; but the 
Lord has so far directed me, that at present I 
have three stations, each of which I attend 
at least once a week ; and although the num- 
bers that attend at these places are small, the 
people are attentive, and likely to increase, 
In addition to these, there are several places 
not less interesting which I attend occasion- 
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tended to appear in the next report, must be handed to the Secretary or Treasurer on or 


the 20th day of April next. 
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ally; where those who come appear much 
pleased, and thankful for my visiting them. The 
Irish dialect which I spoke being unintelligi- 
ble in this part of the country, I was obliged 
in the commencement to confine myself to the 
English language. Through this means I found 
it almost impossible to communicate my ideas 
on religious subjects, as many of those with 
whom I came in contact did not understand 
English, and those who could keep up an 
ordinary conversation in English did not un- 
derstand the terms peculiar to religion—such 
as human depravity, justification, sanctifica- 
tion, &c. ; but I am happy to say, that these 
difficulties, by frequent intercourse with 
the people, and other means, are in some 
measure, though not entirely, removed. 

Although I am not able to say that I can 
point out any decided cases of conversion 
attending my exertions here, I am happy to 
inform you, that I have succeeded even be- 
yond my own expectations. Together with at- 
tending to the above stations, I have frequent 
intercourse with the peasantry, in their ca- 
bins, for reading and conversation. Although 
I was told in the commencement that by 
visiting Roman Catholics at their houses. my 
life would be in danger; contrary to this, in 
my daily visits among them I was treated, 
with little exception, with the greatest respect 
and attention, and frequently invited to come 
again. In addition to these, we have several 
hundred tracts in circulation, which those who 
have them promise to lend their neighbours, 
and return them for circulation in other places, 
on receiving others. Many of these are in 
the hands of Roman Catholics, to whom I 
trust these silent missionaries will be made 
useful, 

The three young persons whom I am teach- 
ing to read the Scriptures in English and 
Irish are very interesting. These, as you are 
aware, attend regularly every evening; and 
two of them seem to come for the purpose of 
becoming acquainted with the gospel; and I 
am led to hope favourably of the third. We 
open and close our meeting with prayer, and 
confine ourselves as much as possible to read- 
ing and explaining the Scriptures. In the 
commencement, Wm. O’Brien, who seemed 
not to have had much intercourse with Protes- 
tants before, joined in prayer with some 
reluctance, but now he appears to take great 
delight. 


his business earlier than the other young men, 


Yesterday evening, having finished _ 


I asked him whether Ke wished to go home. _ 


then, or wait for prayer? When he answered, 
with the greatest earnestness, ‘ O Sir, 1 
would rather wait for prayer,” a 
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